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What is Geography Awareness Week?
Welcome to the Geographical Association’s Geography Awareness Week (GAW), which is just one of a range
of young people oriented activities that aims to promote engaging geography within schools. See
http://worldwise.geography.org.uk for full details of the other Worldwise activities, which include the face-toface Local Quiz, the Online Quizzes and My Places. We hope that you enjoy using this year’s GAW resources,
which include something for all young people ranging right through from Early Years through to Post 16. You
may decide to use these resources during the designated week in June, or indeed at another time during the year
that is more convenient to you and your school.
Where Can Geography Awareness Week Take You?
We hope that examples of students’ work showing their engagement with this year’s GAW theme will be
submitted to us here at the GA (please email details or provide relevant school, college or geography department
website links to: rgill@geography.org.uk). Entries or other feedback from the KS3/4 category can be used in
support of your school’s overall involvement in Worldwise, with a view to possibly being invited to take part in
a 2011 Worldwise Challenge Weekend. These events are free-of-charge residential, based around providing
stimulating update fieldwork activities for Y9-Y11 students and accompanying teachers, which usually take
place at a Field Studies Council (FSC) centre during the months of April/May and September/October each year.
The culmination of the annual Worldwise cycle of activities is an invitation (for a small number of pupils –
usually only 3 or 4 – selected from those schools that have taken part in a Challenge weekend) to represent the
UK at an international geography competition. In recent years these international competitions have been held in
Taipei, Tunisia, America, Hungary, Australia and Mexico; for these international events attendees will usually
be asked to fund their air fares but this is the only element of Worldwise that is not offered on a free of charge
basis.
How Can You Use This Year’s Geography Awareness Week Resources?
We believe that the suggested GAW activities will allow students to appreciate the range of views and issues
that surround this important element of geographical learning. They are also intended to provide opportunities
for students to reflect on and clarify their own views, ideas, values, attitudes and experiences. With improved
understanding, young people should start to envision the sort of future that they might want for themselves and
for society and how they can help to shape it.
This year’s materials closely link this year’s overarching theme of The Big Picture: Tackling Global Issues to
both The Consumption Explosion: The Third UK Interdependence Day Report (downloadable in full from
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/consumption-explosion) and its associated ecological debt day
calendar, together with elements from A Different View: A Manifesto from the Geographical Association (lots
of further ‘manifesto’ related activities and images that can be downloaded from
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview).
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Population Growth
Introduction
•

Population explosion – population bomb – population problem – population overload... some of the least helpful, most
depressing and disempowering conversations about global environmental issues start with these phrases. However
using this one word - “population” – as shorthand for all of the world’s environmental problems is rather too simplistic
and this fact only serves to underline the impact of increasing global interdependence. Rather than “problems” we
should, instead, seize upon these issues as “challenges”, challenging our world and our place in it and as a source of
opportunities for us all.

Activity: Lost in space (KS1-2)
•
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You can use these evocative images of people on the move at New York’s Grand Central Station and London’s
Waterloo Station, taken in June 2008, to introduce the idea of places being interconnected through travel. It will also
help younger children to develop their visual literacy – specifically, interpreting photographs; and in more general
terms it offers an excellent context for discussion about everyday geographies. These pictures can be down loaded
from the Moving Stories manifesto (‘A Different View’) image set at the following web link:
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities
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• Display the photos on an interactive whiteboard and then start a discussion, using questions like:
o How many people can you see? Is it a busy or quiet place? (children should notice that there are quite a few people
in a small space and that therefore it is relatively busy)
o What do you think the people are doing? (focus on the group of people and/or on individuals)
o What do you think the people might be looking at?
o What do you think the weather might be like in this place? (relate this to children’s own experiences)
o Where do you think this place might be?

Activity: China's One Child Policy – Is it working? Is it fair? Is it absolute? (KS3-4)
•

•

•

•
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Introduce the following statements to your students in the context of a discussion on the subject of population growth.
o “If I have one child it will be raised better. It will have more opportunities, and my career is the most important
thing. I really want to excel at it.” (Lu Zhufeng, a twenty year old medical student, 1970's)
o “Vigilantes abduct pregnant women on the streets and haul them off, sometimes handcuffed or trussed, to abortion
clinics. (Some) aborted babies cry when they are born.” (Steven Mosher, author of 'Broken Earth' which
introduced the west to the One-Child Policy, 1980)
Ask your students the following questions:
o What is each quotation saying?
o When did they say this?
o Why might they be saying it?
Use the Internet to access a range of websites on China's One Child Policy to construct a Microsoft PowerPoint
presentation of suitable downloaded images and information that critically examines the policy. A possible structure
might follow the below model:
2-3 slides- ‘Why it makes sense to only have one child’
2-3 slides- ‘The benefits of China’s one-child policy’
2-3 slides- ‘China’s one child policy is a failure’
2-3 slides- ‘A summary of the arguments for and against and the balance of evidence’
Here are a couple of useful websites to get you started:
http://www.time.com/time/asia/magazine/99/0927/children_palace.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_941000/941511.stm

Geography Awareness Week 2010

UK Food – Self Sufficiency
[A dedicated resource for primary]

Enquiry: What is life like on a farm?

http://www.faceonline.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=219&Itemid=929&lang=en_GB.utf8%2
C+en_GB.UT

•

The above web link offers a fabulous screen saver of a farm throughout the seasons, a MUST for this week in every
primary class!!
It is also full of other excellent ideas and activities:
o A buzz game – encourage bio diversity in a farm, children play on own or against class mates
o Listen to pod casts of farmers (for KS2)
o Countryside news - news reports from the country – about subjects such as why farmers need bees, college
courses set up to encourage young people to work on the land etc. This could be linked in to literacy for report
writing.
o A cow cam – life from the eyes of a cow

•

KS1 – Encourage your children to design their own farm putting in the features they want to have on it pictorially;
encourage the use of aerial drawing.
KS2 - Design their own farm using OS map symbols. Look at a local OS map; can the children find any farms on it?
How could they make their own farms sustainable?
For all ages - A fantastic virtual tour of a farm with readymade resources for your children, including differentiated
worksheets linked to the farm walk. Use the dig deeper part of the website for extension activities for the more able in
Yr 5/6 - http://www.virtualfarmwalk.org/index.html

•
•

5

Geography Awareness Week 2010

Enquiry: From Field to Plate
http://www.farmtrails.org.uk/fflcurrpack/downloads/fflcurriculumpack_complete.pdf
•

The above web link provides access to a fabulous resource – best just to click on link and look for yourself!
Two of the units are:
o Where does our food come from?
o What do we really know about farming?
These are the most suitable for this idea; however the other activities are well worth a look at too.

http://www.face-cymru.org.uk/1.0/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=158&Itemid=747&lang=en
•

•

The above web link takes you to a 7 minute film (‘learning along the food chain’) that will take you from the farm
through the market to cooking. It is in Welsh and English, there is also a useful sheet to download (again in both
languages); you will have to scroll down for the English version.
Have a selection of vegetables in numbered carrier bags, in small groups, one child collects a mystery vegetable and
describes it to the others using their senses. A different member of the group collects a second bag and continues until
all the bags have been investigated.

Enquiry: Can We Grow Our Own Food?
•

•

•

•

These activities can be introduced by asking the following open
questions:
o Where does our food come from?
o How is it produced?
o How is it produced?
o What are the benefits of growing your own food?
Simple ideas – grow cress, lettuce, tomatoes etc in the class; why
not make it a growing competition? You could plant any seeds,
pips etc from the children’s lunchtime fruit. Watch and log the
results. You could also create raised beds in the school grounds
and grow vegetable that can be cooked in school.
Get someone in who grows their own food to talk to the class – a
farmer, an allotment holder, a parent/grandparent and have a
prepared question and answer session with them.
Have a look at this web link: http://www.ecofriendlykids.co.uk/GrowingYourOwnFruitVegetables.html

Enquiry: Field Work, Do Our Local Shops/Markets Sell Locally Sourced Food?
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
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Visit your local market/supermarket/greengrocer to see what products are available. Look to see where they are
sourced.
Find out where your local farmer’s market is – see www.farmersmarkets.net
Find out some of the traders names and hunt for them on the internet. Write emails/letters to them to get their thoughts
of the importance of locally sourced food.
Create a market stall in the role play area. Let the children take turns on being the farmer, stall holder and customer.
Encourage speaking and listening, “How fresh is this product? How long will it last? How can I cook this, etc?”
In school children create a survey to ask shoppers if they buy locally sourced food, whether they are prepared to pay
more for local/organic produce etc. Go to the shops and ask shoppers. Take the surveys back to school and create
graphs and charts and think about the replies.
Buy local fruit or vegetables and make soup/fruit salad etc.
Create posters to encourage people to buy locally sourced food, use farmers markets etc.
Create a debate between local farmers trying to sell their produce and owners of large supermarkets.
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Enquiry: An apple a day….
http://www.face-online.org.uk/images/stories/factsheets/exploring/apples.pdf
•
•

The above web link takes you to a simple page with lots of ideas for teachers.
Visit the local supermarket/greengrocer/market to find the variety of apples for
sale. Look where they are grown. Are any of them locally sourced or are they
flown in? Is there a difference in the price of local fruit compared to the apples
flown in?

•

Ask a shopkeeper which is the most popular variety, take different apples back to school and have a tasting session of
your own. Make graphs and charts to find out the most popular apple in the class.
Adopt an apple for the day and care for it as it is was your friend (PSHE links)
How can apples be eaten, collect recipes and make some of them in school.
Which recipe is the healthiest?
Plant apple seeds in pots and put a plastic bottle over the top to create a mini greenhouse.
Look at this history of orchards – can the children design one using OS symbols?

•
•
•
•
•
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Disaster Management
Flooding
•

Look at the below ‘A Different View’ images of the Maldives and Venice. Both of these are downloadable from the
following web link (in the Vanishing Points photo family set):
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities

•

•

Both are low lying areas which attract tourists, but which are also subject to flooding. Investigate the different reasons
for flooding in the two areas and discuss the different management responses. Try to explain the reasons for these
differences.
For a UK perspective you could investigate how floods can be managed by using the GA resources section on flood
management – see http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/flooding/ - where you will find a number of excellent case
studies, including Bewdley, Uckfield, Wallasea and Carlisle.

Earthquakes
•

•

There have been recent earthquakes in Chile and Haiti. The earthquake in Chile was much stronger than that in Haiti
yet many more people were killed and injured and more damage was done in Haiti. Suggest possible reasons for this
difference. How much of the difference was due to poor disaster management? You can use the BBC News website
(search for “Chile earthquake” and “Haiti earthquake”).
How have areas which often get earthquakes tried to make the effects of earthquakes less severe for the local people?
You can use the www.edu4hazards.org website investigate this issue.

Hurricanes
•
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Hurricanes cause massive destruction when they hit land. What preparations are put in place in areas prone to
hurricanes? And more importantly do they work?
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•

Study hurricane Katrina. What management processes were tried along the southern coast of North America? Did they
succeed? Explain your reasons - you can use the BBC News website (search for “hurricane Katrina”).

Tsunami
•

Study the Boxing Day 2004 tsunami (see http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/4136289.stm and there are many other relevant
sites available to investigate too). How could the destruction of coastal areas have been avoided or at least reduced?

Role Play, Discussion and Other Activities
•

•
•

•

9

If you were evacuated because of a natural disaster, what 10 things would you take with you? Can you put them into
priority order? Compare your list with the rest of the class. What would be most useful? Write a list of things you
would advise people to take.
You have been sent to an area which has had an earthquake. What would your priorities be in helping to sort out the
areas worst hit?
Look at the below image of coastal erosion at Skipsea, East Yorkshire - also downloadable from the Vanishing Points
photo family set at: http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities
o Debate “This coastline should be protected from erosion at all costs.”

Use infomapper (see www.infomapper.com – you will need to register your school on to use this software) or
equivalent software to complete a world map to show areas prone to natural disasters. Use a different colour for each
type of disaster. Compare this with a population density map. Which areas of the world are most likely to suffer from
most loss of life and buildings? Why do people continue to live in these areas?
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Climate Change
How does global warming affect our jobs?

•

The above images are available for download from the following link:
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities

Introduction
•

•

•

Not long ago, many of the jobs that we now take for granted did not exist. New occupations develop when employers
need workers to do tasks that have never been done before. At the same time, jobs that have existed for centuries
disappear because there is no longer the need for them.
Web designer, Facebook Manager, community worker and well-being co-ordinator are some of the new job titles that
you might see advertised on recruitment websites or in the newspapers. In future adverts for short-hand secretaries,
miners, seamstresses or typists are less likely to occur!
It is difficult to accurately predict the future. When you are ready to start working, it is likely that there will be even
more new jobs that don’t exist yet. Mending electric and hybrid vehicles, mining on the Moon or Mars, servicing
artificial organs – who knows precisely what these new jobs will be? But we do know that changes in technology,
new laws and regulations, rising energy prices, global warming, a population that is living longer, natural disasters and
internet home shopping are just some of the trends which will create new occupations as well as cause current ones to
disappear or reduce. Will we need to travel to work every day or will we work from home? What will that travel look
like?

Green Jobs
•
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Concerns about global warming and sustainability mean that the environment is top of the global agenda. Whether it’s
researching how to make green products or implementing recycling procedures, the “clean-energy economy” is
creating new opportunities in areas such as transport, energy generation, agriculture, waste and recycling, space
technology and many others.
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Activities
1. Look at the first photograph (above), which is of a flooded St. Mark’s Square in Venice, Italy. Who do you think these
people are? What sort of jobs may be involved in dealing with floods like this? Can you think of any areas near you
that have been flooded? Do you know why?
2. What new jobs can you think of that are directly to do with the environment? (Think about what is collected from your
house, or how you are encouraged to save energy).
3. Here are some jobs which people do that are directly related to the effects of global warming. Try to explain why or
how the job is related to global warming:

Job title

Activities

Sustainability Advisor

His job is to check that buildings
are constructed in a way that uses
the least energy and does not affect
the environment.

Energy Policy Manager

This person’s job is to keep up to
date with the latest government
policy on energy matters.

Rope Access Supervisor

This person swings high above the
plants in the Eden Project to
maintain the world’s largest
greenhouses.

Environmental Modeller

This job looks at the effects of
energy generation on the
environment. For example, the
building of the Severn Barrage.

Ethical Trade Manager

This person works to ensure that
people whose factories provide
shops in the UK with goods are
treating their workers in a fair way.

How is this affected by global
warming?

•

You may find this website useful as it provides further information about people who do these jobs and what their
work is like - http://icould.com/features/jobs-for-the-future/

•

Maggie Oderin Pocock has made studying global warming from space her life’s work. She is a scientist who is trying
to understand how our climate is changing and viewing that from space. If you visit this website you can hear her
talking about how she became a scientist and how her work is affected by global warming http://icould.com/videos/maggie-aderin-pocock-mbe/
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UK Energy Dependency – How Bad Is It?
Introduction
•

Energy security is vital to the functioning of a country, particularly for its economy and well being of its people.
Many countries, including the UK, are not energy self sufficient and depend on imported supplies. There are a number
of risks associated with this:
o Exhaustion of reserves or disruption of supply lines due to an earthquake for instance.
o Vulnerability to sudden increases in the costs of energy.
o Political instability in energy producing regions; dispute over ownership and sovereignty.

•

Energy security in the UK has become a major political issue – in particular there are risks disruptions in supply from
oil and gas. See table below:
Fuel
type

Share of UK
primary energy

Oil

35%

Gas

38%

Main
risks
Rising and volatile oil prices, combined with increasing demand from other
emerging economies.
The UK is increasingly relying on imported gas through potentially vulnerable
pipelines. Russia supplies 30% of EU gas; political instability can affect our
supplies.

Useful Background Websites
World Energy Outlook http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/
UK energy mix factsheet http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy_policy/doc/factsheets/mix/mix_uk_en.pdf
BBC New – energy special http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/sci_tech/2006/energy/default.stm
WorldMapper has various energy usage maps e.g. electricity production
http://www.worldmapper.org/display.php?selected=117 and depletion
http://www.worldmapper.org/display.php?selected=312
And for a very in depth review of world energy try here from BP
http://www.bp.com/liveassets/bp_internet/globalbp/globalbp_uk_english/reports_and_publications/statistical_energy_revi
ew_2008/STAGING/local_assets/2009_downloads/statistical_review_of_world_energy_full_report_2009.pdf

Activity: Why Energy Matters to Me?
•
•
•
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It is probably no exaggeration to say that a good supply of energy is important to all of us. Explore the above websites
and related resources to find out more about this topic.
Primary/KS2: Make an audited list of all the energy you used today and in what form it was e.g. electrical (lights), gas
(water heating), petrol (car) etc. How long can you go without using energy?
Secondary/KS3-4: Which is the most important type of energy that we use? Are there any alternatives to the forms you
have identified?
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Activity: An Audit of How Much Energy I and My Family Use
•

•
•
•

You will be surprised how much energy you and your family consume. Have a go at trying to write down the type of
energy (you may have already done this in the first activity above). Draw a simple table with spaces for: type of
energy, duration and purpose.
You could even find out about CO2 emissions for the different types.
How does this usage compare to, other members of your family, for instance? Why not create a video diary or podcast
explaining how much you used and how you might reduce consumption in the future.
See Energy Saving Trust home energy audit:
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/proxy/view/full/165/homeenergycheck; or
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/energy_audits/index.cfm/mytopic=11160 for a US version.

•

The above images are available for download from:
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities

Activity: Should We Use Nuclear Energy?
•

•
•
•
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One the most controversial aspects of our energy futures is whether the UK should invest in a future mix of energies
that includes nuclear power along with fossil fuels and renewable technologies. Produce your own summarised minifactsheet on an A4 piece of paper, which looks at the pros and cons surrounding the nuclear debate. Use data, text and
images to support your ideas.
Alternatively produce a PowerPoint with 6-10 slides looking at nuclear power from the viewpoint of two different
groups of people, say someone from industry and also a local resident.
If we don’t have nuclear power then what are the alternatives for a stable energy supply?
For Key Stages 2-4, there is a wealth of information on the BBC’s website:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/guides/456900/456932/html/nn1page1.stm
The Telegraph’s website also has an article which looks at nuclear power:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/3321124/Ten-UK-nuclear-power-stations-by-2020.html
Another website that attempts to look at the pros and cons of nuclear power is:
http://www.sustainablestuff.co.uk/nuclear-power-the-way-forward.html
Other relevant websites include:
http://www.eon-uk.com/EnergyExperience/113.htm (Energy Town) – this is really good (it includes information cards
and activity sheets) and students between the ages of 7-11 will love it.
http://www.eon-uk.com/EnergyExperience/104.htm (Energy Home) - A similar format for 5-7 year olds.
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Inequalities in Consumption
Breakfast – The Most Important Meal of the Day
•
•
•

•

Eating breakfast is the secret to staying healthy, according to evidence provided by doctors in the US. Many studies
have found a relationship between eating breakfast and learning ability, attention span, and general well-being.
When students eat breakfast their test scores improve. In developing countries, school breakfast programs are an
incentive for attendance, but also a means to improve society.
The World Hunger Series' Hunger and Health (web link) bulletin explains that free breakfast programs "eliminate
hunger, result in better health, promote social equality, and increase the effectiveness of other investments in human
capital."
Having breakfast is linked to higher grades, better nutrition, and an overall healthier lifestyle.
© Copyright GA_ADVBigBurgerBryanLedgard.JPG

© Copyright Thomas Fuller/The International Tribune/Redux

•

1.

Questions:
o What do you have for breakfast?
o How often do you skip breakfast?
o Does your school run a breakfast club?
o If so what kinds of foods are served?

Frogs, Crabs and Cornmeal

•

In rural Cambodia, when a bowl or two of rice with split peas is provided first thing in school, children journey from
miles away to learn. When free meals go away (as was the case for a month and a half last spring when rising rice
prices forced the World Food Program to suspend its breakfast program) so do as many as one third of the children.
The students stay home, WFP Program Director Thomas Keusters explains, to search for frogs and crabs to eat
instead.

•

What’s my favorite subject…………..?
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•

•

2.

Guivinciane Nguingaza (pictured on the previous page) is seven years old and lives in the Central African Republic.
When was asked to name her favorite subject at school, she whispered “My favorite subject is corn meal”. She is one
of over 406 children receiving two meals each day at Fere Primary School in the Central African Republic through a
WFP school meals program. According to the headmaster, the food is helping students concentrate in class. “I go to
school to learn, but also because I am hungry,” said Nguingaza.
Ref; http://www.friendsofwfp.org/site/c.hrKJIXPFIqE/b.5026981/k.8682/School_Meals.htm
©friendsofwfp.org
Questions:
o Why do one third more children attend school in rural Cambodia when free breakfast is provided?
o Why are breakfasts provided free by the World Food Programme (WFP)?
o Why do you think children journey for miles to school in Cambodia when free breakfasts are provided?
o Rice, split peas and cornmeal are all locally grown. Your breakfast has probably come from many parts of the
world. Check where the individual parts of your breakfast come from? (Where is it grown or sourced from?) How
much is actually sourced locally?

Underweight Children

•

"Poor nutrition is implicated in more than half of all child deaths worldwide - a proportion unmatched by any
infectious disease since the Black Death." (Jean-Louis Sarbib, 2006)

•

Look at the World Map below from Worldmapper (http://www.worldmapper.org/). The territories are re-sized to
reflect the proportion of all underweight children in the world that live there.

Map No. 182 (University of Michigan). © Copyright 2009 SASI Group (University of Sheffield) © Copyright 2006 SASI Group (University of
Sheffield) and Mark Newman

•

•

•
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Although there are no territories without some underweight children living in them there are marked differences
around the world. Half of all children under the age of 5 years old that are underweight live in Southern Asia. Almost
half of all children under 5 in Bangladesh, Nepal and India are underweight. Question: where else, other than
Southern Asia, does the map show main areas of underweight children?
Many of our favourite foods we take for granted come from poorer countries. One small way we can help to make a
positive difference is by buying foods with Fairtrade logos on them. This means that more money goes directly to
poor families to help feed the children. Find out which countries produce the following: cocoa beans, sugar,
pineapples, honey, tea, coffee, dried raisins in muesli, orange juice and bananas. How many fair trade examples can
you find? Are they in the countries with underweight children? Will you choose a Far trade product next time?
Ref: http://www.docstoc.com/docs/26270755/The-Most-Important-Meal-of-the-Day
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Sustainable Urban Areas
Introduction
•

•

It doesn’t matter where we live; there are sustainability problems in any settlement. Urban areas consume vast
quantities of resources (food, water, energy and raw materials) which are usually imported from around the World. A
city’s eco footprint is very large. If resources are the inputs to the city what do you think will be the outputs? Urban
areas struggle to dispose of waste, have a reliable water supply, reduce water and air pollution and reduce traffic
congestion.
The third UK Interdependence Day Report, The Consumption Explosion (September 2009), is available to download
in full from: http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/consumption-explosion
This report flags up how since the early 1960’s we have been part of an explosion in rates of consumption, the way we
eat, drink, travel, live, wash, rest and play, assuming the energy and resources these activities rely on - energy from
fossil fuels in particular - are limitless and cheap, as are repositories of our waste such as landfill. The removal of
waste that cannot be recycled to Landfill Sites is one example of the problems that face cities as dependency on trade
grows and their ecological impact extends beyond their own locations.

Activities
•

Use the images and lesson ideas from ‘A Different View’ in the Running Free section taken at the Payatas Garbage
Dump, Quezen City, Philippines http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesactivities

•

Landfills in the UK are areas of land built up with layers of solid waste and covered with soil or other types of surface
covering. They are different to rubbish dumps or tips because they are carefully constructed with special lining and
covering systems to contain the waste.
o Where are the former landfill sites in your own local area that are now full and being reclaimed?
o What is the reclaimed land being used for now? How has it been ‘given back’ to the community?
o Visit your local council website to locate a current landfill site. How could it be used best after it has closed?
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•

Thought piece…Is it better to effectively recycle our rubbish or reduce our current consumption of materials that end
up in landfill sites?

•

Primary pupils could look at the issues from the angle of:
How can we reduce the amount of rubbish we send to the landfill site? http://www.recyclezone.org.uk/home.aspx - a
great website!
Teach Reduce, Renew and Recycle so that recycling is the last thing to do; children could be asked to think of
alternatives on reusing things before recycling.

•

Activity... How many ways can you reuse: a newspaper, a jam jar, an eggbox, a CD-Rom, etc? In groups or pairs, list
them and give 1 point if more than one group have same idea, 3 points for the original ideas.

•

Which UK cities are most sustainable and why?
Newcastle upon Tyne is 1st in the 2009 sustainable cities index, Edinburgh is 7th, Cardiff 10th, Manchester 14th and
Hull 20th. Use the index at www.forumforthefuture.org to research the findings behind the rankings.
o How can cities move up the ranking?
o What are the commonest challenges to cities?
o What are the biggest successes seen as being for the higher ranked cities?

•

Cities were ranked on environmental quality, quality of life and future-proofing indicators. From the list of 20 cities,
choose the city closest to you.
o What are its strengths and areas for development across the three indicator baskets?
o What could it do to improve the weaker aspects of its performance in the future?
o As part of the sphere of influence for the city what could you and your community do to support further
improvements within the city?

•

See also the Low Carbon London project www.lcl.lgfl.net and article in the GA’s journal Teaching Geography, vol 35,
No 1. Spring 2010 p21-22.
Sustainable urban growth can also be grouped into approaches that are economically sustainable, environmentally sustainable
and those that are socially sustainable. They include;
- Reducing reliance on fossil fuels
- Creating efficient transport systems
- Conserve environmental sites
- Involve local communities and provide jobs
- Reuse brown field sites
- Provide plenty of open spaces for recreation
- Ensure waste is managed effectively within area
How do your settlement and/or your local urban area measure up against the approaches listed above?

•

Further research opportunities - How effective would each of the following schemes be if they were put in place to
help your local urban communities to become more sustainable? What would be the advantages and disadvantages for
different groups of people?
(i) Green builder programmes e.g. in Austin, Texas
(ii) Cogeneration of heating e.g. Helsinki, Finland
(iii) Local Energy supply programs e.g. Saarbrucken, Germany
(iv) Cooperative Wind Turbines e.g. Denmark
(v) Toll systems e.g. London Congestion Charge
(vi) Bus system & land use improvements e.g. Curitiba, Brazil
(vii) Car free developments e.g. Edinburgh, Scotland
(viii) Sustainable Urban Development Studies
e.g. London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

•
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Also see www.fullcircleinstitute.org/ for education on sustainable development for young people.
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