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In your registration packs you were given a coloured sheet with a quote about teaching with a Global Dimension.   

Please sit in groups with colleagues who have the same colour sheet.

The year 2005 is an opportunity for geography to capitalise on major events taking place:

· April - the Commission for Africa Report published 

· July -  the UK hosts the G8 summit in Gleneagles

· July -  20th anniversary of Live Aid 

· July–Dec The UK holds the presidency of the European Union 

· Sep - UN Millennium Development Goals Special Summit 

· The UNESCO Decade for Education for Sustainability begins

How can geography education make an impact in this climate of raised awareness and political ‘commitment’?  

First, we need to ask our teachers in training some fundamental questions:


· What is education for?

· Who is it for?

· How can we ensure that the geography we teach in schools addresses these questions and answers?

What is a Global Citizen?

A Global Citizen is someone who:

· Is aware of the wider world and has a sense of their own role as a world citizen

· Respects and values diversity

· Has an understanding of how the world works economically, politically, socially, culturally, technologically and environmentally

· Is outraged by social injustice

· Participates in and contributes to the community at a range of scales from local to global
· Is willing to act in order to make to the world a more equitable and sustainable place

· Takes responsibility for their actions


(Oxfam 1997)

Why is the Global Dimension important?

· Take out the cards from the envelope.

· Rank them according to their importance.

· Adapt the cards or write additional ones if these do not convey your feelings adequately.

You will have to decide on how your engagement with the Global Dimension aligns with one of the principled approaches on the context – content continuum.


The GA booklet: ‘Geography, The Global Dimension at KS3: Learning Skills for a Global Society’ explores different pedagogical and intellectual entry points.

How do we construct a Global Dimension to ITET in such a way that enables our trainee teachers to engage with the concept once they are in the classroom – developing the Global Citizens of the future?

Quotes from Discussion Forum / Focus Group

In your delegate packs you have some A4 coloured sheets with quotes . . . 

  
They were made by students at the end of their PGCE (a mixed primary and secondary group) who took part in a discussion forum about the role of ITET in developing a Global Dimension to Education and Training.

What do you think of the comments? 


Do you think these might be representative of ITET students overall?

How would you respond? 

What strategies are in place on YOUR course to address these issues? 

What are the imperatives for change on your ITET course? 

Publications


For links to relevant websites, publications and resources, please visit the Think Piece on the GD in ITET on the GA website 

‘Projects: The Global Dimension’

http://www.geography.org.uk/global/index.asp
‘Projects: GTIP – Think Pieces – The GD in ITET’

http://www.geography.org.uk/gtip/index.asp
