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ArcView and ArcVoyager 

ArcView is an ‘industrial strength’ GIS package.  ArcVoyager is a free ‘cut down’ version and you will receive a copy of it on CD.  The CD also contains a general introduction to GIS as well as lots of data.  ArcVoyager has most of the functionality of ArcView but you can't save your work.  For simple exercises that isn’t too much of a problem.  ArcView itself costs about £420 and you can find out more details about a schools' bundle at:  http://www.esriuk.com/
There are two main versions of ArcView : 3.x and 8.x.  Version 8 is the latest but is more expensive and makes more demands on hardware.  So, for the time being, 3.x is probably the best option for many schools.  There are also powerful extensions for ArcView such as network, 3D and spatial analyst tools.  They come at an additional cost.  If you want to use Ordnance Survey Landline data with ArcView you'll need a version of Map Manager which converts the files (called NTF format) into a form that ArcView can read.  My understanding is that this is now included in the standard schools ArcView bundle.

ArcVoyager

There are also two versions of ArcVoyager.  If you don't have ArcView already then install the 'Special Edition'.  The 'Full version' is only for PCs that already have ArcView installed.  There are several sections.  Teach Me introduces some basic GIS concepts.  Show Me is a very simple atlas tool that introduces the idea of this software with only a few buttons.  Point Me has some interesting start-up projects in human and physical geography.  Turn Me Loose functions as a free standing GIS system that can use any of the datasets on the CD or any others you wish.  There are also sample lessons on the CD.

There's a lot of support for teachers on the main ESRI (USA) site.  A great deal of it is relevant to teachers in the UK.  Don’t be put off by some of the American terminology (such as K-12, i.e. kindergarten to grade 12).  Go to:

http://www.esri.com/industries/k-12/index.html
The best book is:  Malone, Palmer and Voigt (2002) Mapping our world:  GIS lessons for educators.  ESRI Press.  It's good though expensive but it includes a full trial version of ArcView on CD that lasts for 1 year and on another CD all the data you need to run the projects in the book.  The entire book’s text is on the CD too.  The ESRI Canada site is also excellent:  http://k12.esricanada.com/index.html
For details of AEGIS 3, a very good UK GIS product, go to:

http://www.advisory-unit.org.uk/
and for a simple GIS-type tool (great for primary and secondary students with learning difficulties), see

http://www.soft-teach.co.uk/
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