The Geography Teacher Educators’ Conference

Sheffield, 28-30 January 2005 

When I completed the application form for the GTE conference at Ranmoor Hall, I had no idea just how stimulating and interesting the conference would be. “Work” never felt so good.

The sessions were excellent in quality and variety.  A few were short reviews of current research; some were lectures of high academic quality and interest – Peter Jackson, John Morgan and others; and there were workshops with varying degrees of interaction. Add to that useful input from related organisations – the OS, the RGS, Ofsted, QCA, the GA… and that is a thoroughly good coverage. Perhaps most special of all was the meeting of like minds and old friends all with a shared love of their work and desire to share ideas and initiatives.

The conference was inclusive; no-one could avoid involvement. Each session chaired by someone new, waving time cards to keep the pace going.  There was humour, banter and laughter intermingled with the serious discussion. Sessions were intensive and thought-provoking, up to date and relevant. We explored virtual resources through technology; the subject was redefined; it was “demoralised” and modernised and its potential explored. Every critique expounded by the press in recent weeks was laid to rest by cogent argument and rational debate.   We needed and appreciated the afternoon of R&R on Saturday.

It was my first visit to a GTE conference. This one was a passionate affair. The Induction session on Friday afternoon, chaired by David Lambert, was an excellent idea making newcomers feel welcome and setting the scene for the main event.  Fifty delegates converged on Sheffield from all corners of the UK. The venue was superb, once we had found it.  I was relieved to find that I was not the only person to get lost. But once there – excellent!  The accommodation, the bar, and the food were all first rate. Many thanks to Margaret Roberts and Jane Ferretti for their hard work and efficient organisation. 

What did I learn from the weekend? First, that despite some recent criticisms and concerns Geography is still alive and kicking.  There are enough quality, dedicated and optimistic people out there to ensure that it remains high on the agenda at all levels in schools. Next, that I need a satellite navigation system for my car. I shall be in Brighton next year and I recommend it highly.

Passionate?  About Geography.

Pat Huxley

PGCE tutor 

The University of Nottingham
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