Developing Experience of Maps for Children in Different Contexts

Using maps of real places

	PRIVATE 
TYPES OF MAP TO USE
	ACTIVITIES USING MAPS

	PRIVATE 
School building and grounds

	Road layout on the ground in the play area

Vertical aerial photograph of school buildings and grounds, large scale plan of the school grounds

Large scale plan of the school grounds

Large scale plan of the school grounds


	FS children walking or riding routes around the road layout

Y1/2 identifying parts of the school on a vertical aerial photograph and plan of the school grounds

Y3/4 annotating a large scale plan of the school grounds to show the use of land

Y5/6 using a map to record information about the microclimate of the school

	PRIVATE 
Neighbourhood of the school

	Coloured base plan of the local park, models of features in the park (e.g. buildings, swings, slide)

Outline picture plan of buildings along (part of) a local street (e.g. shops and other buildings)

Street map of the local area

Large scale map of part of the local area
	FS go to the local park for a 'picnic', walk around it and talk about what can be seen; put the model features in the park helping the children get them roughly accurately located and use toy people to act out uses of the features in the park

Y1/2 undertake a survey of building use (ground floor), mark the use on the street map

Y3/4 on the street map identify the shortest routes between various local features

Y5/6 use a large scale plan to indicate the location and impact of a change in the local area

	A comparable neighbourhood

	Road layout drawn on a large sheet of paper, model buildings, toy vehicles, toy people

Picture map of (part of) the locality

Annotated map of the locality, set of photographs of features that can be found on the map

Annotated survey map of the locality provided by the twin school, indicating the various uses of the land
	FS lay the model buildings out on the road plan and play with the people and vehicles moving around the streets from building to building, making journeys from one site to another

Y1/2 on the picture map identify features and say one or two things about what the place is like

Y3/4 match the photographs to the features shown on the map and say what the map and photographs tell you about the features and the locality

 Y5/6 from information on the map make a landuse map of the locality and post a printed or disc copy or E-mail/fax it to the twin school for their assessment of its accuracy


	PRIVATE 
A comparable neighbourhood elsewhere in the world

	set of photographs of features in a locality, picture map or plan-view map of the settlement (from a photo pack on a locality)

set of photographs of features in a locality, picture map or plan-view map of the settlement (from a photo pack on a locality)

set of photographs of one person's movements, map of the settlement (from a photopack on a locality)
	Y1/2 identify features in the photographs and find the features on the map and make a simple model of the place

Y3/4 use the map and photographs to describe some of the activities which are undertaken in the locality and make a landuse map

 Y5/6 make a sketch map to show the places visited during a day's activities by one of the people in the community

	PRIVATE 
The wider region around the neighbourhood

	A picture map, which shows some nearby places, features and main routes, drawn in an exaggerated style

A picture map showing the main places, features and roads in the region beyond the local area

A national atlas showing the region of the country

Regional tourist maps, bus map, maps showing specific local places to visit, medium  scale topographic map, road map
	FS talk about journeys, as adventures, between some of the places on the picture map: why you would go, what you would see, how you would travel (fantasy and reality are both acceptable)

Y1/2 look for road connections between the local area and other places

Y3/4 use the atlas map of the local region to find towns/cities close to the local area

Y5/6 use the maps to plan a day out in the local area, visiting several places of interest


	PRIVATE 
National context

	A floor playmat map of the country

An outline map of the country, an atlas, a continental wall map, a globe, a world map

A national road atlas

A CD-Rom atlas map showing the main railway lines and ferry routes, a national railway route map, a national ferry route map
	FS put out the playmat for the children to play on and talk to them from time to time about the names of the shapes it shows

Y1/2 find the country’s  shape in the variety of maps and globes

Y3/4 find the location of their local area and identify how to get to some nearby places

Y5/6 work out a journey around the country by rail and sea to visit at least two main towns or cities in the country and create a map using the CD-Rom atlas material to show the route

	PRIVATE 
Continental and international context

	Atlas

Atlas

Atlas, national map, continental map, photographs of features and places in the continent and international region
	Y1/2 find out where in the country and continent the locality is

Y3/4 use an atlas to give the page and grid reference for the country or part of the country in which the locality is

Y5/6 use map information to identify several things about what the region around the locality might be like


	PRIVATE 
Global context

	A soft globe, an inflatable globe

A transparent inflatable globe

World wall map, solid or inflatable globe

Atlas, wall map showing pollution/environmental issues


	FS allow the children to play with the globe and talk about what they can see on it

Y1/2 play 'globe tossing' each child naming a continent or ocean which the next child has to find as the ball is tossed/passed from one to another

Y3/4 use a wall map and globe to match up places that have been collected as 'news items', daily or weekly and 'flagged up' with pins on the wall map

Y5/6 draw on information from at least two world maps to make a map of threatened, polluted or conservation areas around the world as part of a project on environmental issues, pollution, etc


Using maps of imaginary places

	PRIVATE 
TYPES OF MAP TO USE
	ACTIVITIES USING MAPS

	PRIVATE 
Imaginary places

	Sand tray, model people, buildings, trees, fences, etc.

Picture story books that show journeys, places and environments and which include picture maps, e.g. Katie Morag Delivers the Mail; Rosie's Walk; We're Going on  Bear Hunt; Love, Your Bear Pete; The Nut Map
Paper, pencils, crayons, etc.

Examples of maps is story books

Paper, pencils, crayons, etc.

Examples of maps in story books


	FS encourage children to mark out tracks in a sandpit and to put buildings, other features and people in the area, then to make up stories about people and journeys

Y1/2 use a storybook as the basis for acting out a journey and to make a wall frieze picture map to show the environment

Y3/4 make treasure island and other types of maps to use developing mapping skills, particularly symbols, grid references and compass direction

Y5/6 encourage children to make a map of the area in which a story they are writing is set, both to illustrate the story and to help them organise the places, movement and action of the story


Source: Catling, S (2005) ‘Developing children’s understanding and use of maps’ in Lee, C. and Hung, C.C. (eds) Primary Social Studies: Exploring Pedagogy and Content, Singapore: Marshall Cavendish Education
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