Understanding maps

Maps show the layout of the 'ground' as though looking down from above

Two key ideas:

· map showing what is there

· map showing spatial layout

Why the need to understand maps?

· a sense of the layout of features in a place: knowing what is where

· an awareness of an area or a place: what type of place this is and what variety there might be in it

· the capacity to give/follow routes: finding the way

· understanding spatial patterns: understanding effect of what is where

· planning for the future: appreciating the impact of change

· Maps as representations:

· maps as codes

· maps as focused and selective
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