Pilot GCSE: People as consumers 

Lesson plan 1 - What a waste! 

Title:  The Environmental Continuum – Where do YOU stand?

Duration:  1 to 2 hours

Aims: 
· To encourage self-reflection of students’ personal values

· To increase awareness of other people’s values

· To increase an awareness of how where you are influences the information that you have access to

· To develop discussion skills

· To develop critical thinking skills and reasoning

· To encourage students to think about their role as consumers
Materials and resources:
· Video and/or songs relating to a range of environmental issues – possibilities include excerpts from The Simpsons (e.g. Trash of the Titans from The Simpsons Greatest Hits video), 

· Values Statements

· Values Cards

· Environmental Continuum Sheets (enlarged to A3 size)

Content:

· Using video excerpts/songs to engage students in a discussion about environmental issues and waste management.

· What are students’ individual values on environmental issues – students complete values statements sheet. 

· What range of values is represented in the class? Class discussion of range of values, introduction of concept of Eco-centric vs. Techno-centric continuum.

· How have this range of views been influenced by where we live and places that we have visited? Would the views of students in a classroom in a different place be different ?

· Students locate themselves on the continuum (on A3 sheet).

· What values are represented by different organisations/companies? Using Values cards students place different values on the continuum.

· Whole class discussion to highlight the range of values and the reasons for these values and viewpoints.

· Whole class discussion, how far does what we say influence what we do?

Homework:

None set

Differentiation By:

· Outcome

· Support

· Grouping

Assessment:

Ability to appreciate the range of environmental views held in society.

Specification Requirements Met:

OCR Pilot GCSE Geography – Unit 3 People as Consumers – The impact of our decisions

3.1.0, 3.5.1

Values statements – Where do you stand?

	Statement
	Strongly

agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	The environment exists to provide resources for people to make money.
	
	
	
	
	

	It is only worth recycling if you live within walking distance of a recycling centre.
	
	
	
	
	

	It doesn’t matter if you drop litter because other people are paid to clear up the mess.
	
	
	
	
	

	If we pollute the hydrosphere and atmosphere, science will invent technological solutions to these problems.
	
	
	
	
	

	Bottle-banks are a waste of time as so few people use them.
	
	
	
	
	

	It is better to travel by car because cars are more reliable, more flexible and more convenient. Environmental effects are irrelevant.
	
	
	
	
	

	Reusing items and resources is only for the poor.
	
	
	
	
	

	If the environment is in trouble the government should do something about it, that’s what we pay our taxes for!
	
	
	
	
	

	My ancestors didn’t worry about the environment they were leaving for me, so why should I bother worrying about the environment I leave my children?
	
	
	
	
	

	I have no idea what happens to the rubbish after the refuse collectors take it away and I don’t even care!
	
	
	
	
	

	Where you live changes what you think about the environment
	
	
	
	
	

	There is no gap between my actions and what I value
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Eco-centric to Techno-centric  Continuum – Where do you stand?

	 



Values cards for Environmental Continuum

	Shell says…

We have an essential role in finding new ways to meet present and future energy needs that are more socially and environmentally sustainable. We believe this is not only the right thing to do, but is important for the future success of our business. Shell believes globalisation can be shaped as a positive force by political will and responsible business practices. Our biggest contribution to sustainable development will come from delivering the energy needed for development without pollution levels that damage health or threaten vital natural systems.
	McDonald’s says…

Since 1990, McDonald’s has worked to reduce waste in our operations. We have learned to control wastes by: 


• 
Reducing the amount of materials we use initially.


• 
 Recycling what we can.


• 
 Using products made from recycled materials.


• 
Recycled 2 billion pounds of corrugated cardboard.


• 
Purchased more than US$3 billion in products made from recycled materials.


	Coke says…

Every year, the world produces billions of tons of waste. Recycling and reusing waste materials is absolutely crucial if we are to maintain the health and beauty of the earth. The Coca-Cola® Company is working constantly toward coming up with smart, creative ways to reuse waste.

	British Airways says…

British Airways is committed to improving its environmental performance, and reducing the adverse impacts of its activities on the global and local environment. We believe that the best long-term mechanism for ensuring aviation takes account of its carbon dioxide emissions is through international emissions trading. In addition we have a priority to improve waste management. We seek to improve the efficiency of use of all the resources we deploy and manage our waste and effluent responsibly and effectively.
	The Labour Party says…


UK has led the world in setting tough targets for cutting emissions of the gases that cause climate change. Labour is taking action to reduce waste and increase recycling, and to enable individual householders to recycle their waste. Our rivers, drinking water and air are now cleaner than ever. Radical action is needed if we are to safeguard the environment for future generations. It will mean delivering a low carbon economy, and achieving a better integration between our economic, social and environmental objectives – the principle of sustainable development.
	The Green Party says…

Britain has failed on Green waste management - and the country is missing out on a vital part of the Green industrial revolution. Cities, provinces, states and companies around the world are aiming for zero-waste status as soon as 2020 - while Tony Blair's policy is to be landfilling or incinerating two-thirds of our waste by that date, missing out on job-creation and other economic benefits. The need to supply waste to keep the incinerators going would severely hinder the proper development of the recycling and reuse industries.

	The Conservative Party says…

Conservatives have voiced concern at government plans to build new waste incinerators across the country. A conservative spokesman for the environment said: ‘The British public want more resources put into recycling. There is strong public resistance to Labour's plans to roll out up to 165 more incinerators across the country.’ He added that ‘Conservatives want to see doorstep recycling for all and a block on new municipal incinerators until the evidence is clear on possible health risks.’
	Friends of the Earth says…

At least 80% of our waste could be recycled. To make this a reality, the Government should:


Stop building incinerators and put resources into less damaging ways of dealing with the waste crisis. 


Make recycling easier by providing everyone with a recycling collection service from their homes.

Make manufacturers responsible for the whole life cycle of their products so things are recyclable and made to last.
	The Liberal Democrats say…

A degraded natural environment places severe restraints on personal freedom and quality of life. This is as true for future generations as it is for present ones. So not only do we propose policies with the aim of contributing to environmentally sustainable development, but every commitment we make is designed with an awareness of its impact on the ultimate goal of sustainability. Unlike other parties’ programmes, this is not an optional add-on, tacked on at the end of the existing policy platform; it is a core commitment.


Techno-centric...


The environment is for humans’ exploitation. Resources exist to be used to make money and a comfortable life. Environmental problems should be solved using technological solutions.








Eco-centric...


Humans are part of  the environment. All resources are finite and must be reused whenever possible. Consumerism exploits the environment and encourages waste. Capitalism must be modified to make a more localised and sustainable economy.








NOTE: This should be enlarged to A3!
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