Geography in the news (optional unit 3): Managing the Physical Environment - Tropical Storms

The aim of this unit is to give pupils the opportunity to develop a detailed knowledge, understanding and vocabulary to apply to news stories that may occur relating to such hazards. Throughout the unit pupils should be encouraged to undertake independent research and should have regular access to such websites as www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org so that they have as up to date knowledge as possible of the World in which they live.

	Suggested time
	Subject content/Key Question
	Scale/Case study
	Teaching/learning Activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	2-3 weeks
	HOW CAN PEOPLE BETTER MANAGE THE IMPACTS OF STORMS AND FLOODING?

What are the characteristics and processes involved in the formation of depressions and tropical storms?

What issues/problems do tropical storms create in LEDC and MEDC countries?

How can these problems be managed in the future?


	Hurricane Mitch/ Hurricane Georges


	Build up a glossary of Key terminology

Complete a world map outline to locate worst affected areas and produce labelled diagrams to show the main characteristics of a tropical storm. 

See bank of differentiated worksheets/GCSE questions for resources appropriate to teaching group.

GCSE text “Issues and Environments”pp114-119

Video clips to show how different countries respond to tropical storms. 

Thinking skills activity: The response to Hurricane Gloria, USA
	To appreciate how and why hurricanes develop and to understand why prediction is difficult but important.

To be able to differentiate between the primary and secondary effects that Tropical cyclones create.

To understand how the planning to protect against such hazards is related to the wealth of the country.

To evaluate how MEDCs may help LEDCs to overcome difficulties caused by tropical storms and evaluate the effectiveness of different strategies.


	Written report comparing why tropical storms have different effects upon MEDC and LEDC countries.

G&T to research own examples in addition to those done in class to compare the effects and to substantiate their conclusions.




Geography in the news (optional unit 3): Managing the Physical Environment - Unstable Plate margins 

The aim of this unit is that pupils will have a detailed geographical knowledge, understanding and vocabulary to apply to news stories that may occur relating to such hazards. Throughout the unit pupils should be encouraged to undertake independent research and should have regular access to such websites as www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org so that they have as up to date knowledge as possible of the world in which they live.

	Suggested time
	Subject content/Key Question
	Scale/Case Study
	Teaching/learning activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	4 weeks
	HOW CAN PEOPLE BETTER PREPARE FOR  AND RESPOND TO TECTONIC HAZARDS?

How and where are earthquakes and volcanoes distributed?

What are the causes of tectonic activity?

How do the effects of earthquakes/volcanoes differ in MEDC & LEDC countries?

Why do people live in hazardous areas?

What strategies can be implemented to manage the risks and the effects of hazards?

What are the key points of this unit?
	Japan and Colombia

OR

Mount St Helens and Montserrat
	Mapping  and describing the patterns.

Labelling and annotating sketches

Read and summarise information to compare the effects using the following influential factors: magnitude, location, death toll, health services, buildings etc.

Watch a video of a volcanic eruption and note key points.

Scan information provided and carry out research to build up detailed case study accounts. Use of a scaffold frame can be used to encourage pupils to answer the key questions.

Class discussion-use of Concept maps to establish connections and key points .Written report to answer the question posed.

Produce a safety leaflet for Japan.

Group research on large scale strategies to reduce the risk of earthquakes and volcanoes and give a group presentation.

Produce a concept/memory map to show main points of this unit. 
	To use atlas resources to select information and present graphically.

To use extended vocabulary and annotated diagrams to describe and explain the associated tectonic activity at different plate margins.

Categorise and explain the different effects of earthquakes and relate to development issues using appropriate indicators of development to substantiate comparisons.

Select information to explain key questions and use a variety of sources to show the main points.

Through discussion and group work present ideas and establish links and knock on effects that may occur.

Use of thinking skills to carry out research and reach substantiated decisions. This should link in to the GIN optional unit.

To improve knowledge and understanding of subject content and key vocabulary and to develop positive study skills and efficient ways of representing ideas.
	GCSE question-types of plate boundaries.

G&T - to attempt higher tier questions

Research to find evidence for Case study report.

G&T - to complete a detailed evaluation of the different opinions and produce their Action Plan.

A selection of GCSE  differentiated questions are available. 

GCSE question-effects of volcanoes, earthquakes.

Written evaluation of group work/written report  giving  prioritised responses. Peer marking to improve answers by adding relevant annotations.


