Geography in the News - Year 11 Optional unit 3

As this is a new unit the suggested time will be developed as appropriate. However it is anticipated that the total unit will take approx. 35-40 hours to deliver but this will have to be adapted .The unit may be delivered in sections in association with the support units and will be amended according to current news stories that occur.

	Key questions
	Suggested time
	Content/context for study
	Method/resources
	Learning outcomes
	Homework/assessment

	What are the different sources of news? What is the news?

What is geographical about it? What bias is there?

How is the news gathered and disseminated?
	2 weeks
	READING THE NEWS

Introduction to encourage enquiry based learning and research


	Watch video report of the news extract. Use website www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org
To find up to date information to compare to newspaper and television reports.

Collect and collate this info to build up an ongoing wall display. Allow regular lesson time to develop this chronologically and encourage pupils to talk about their observations.

Use variety of sources to try to check viability and develop knowledge and understanding and identify areas that demonstrate bias and stereotyping

Possible visit to the local ‘Evening Gazette’ or invite in Reporters or Editors to explain their role.
	To be able to recognise the geography in current issues

Describe different media sources and what they provide

Know how to approach different sources of news.

Respond critically to a range of news items.


	Research own example of news story and use 5 W’s format to structure and analyse in order to show key issues and underlying message.

	What is my case study about? Where is it/ why is it important? Who does it affect? When did it happen? How does it affect me? What are my personal views?
	
	TWO IN DEPTH CASE STUDIES
	Case study about two contrasting news stories:

Pupils to be engaged in detailed research to find a news story that they want to focus upon. This will form the basis of their internally assessed piece of work. Pupils will be issued with guidelines and will have to have approval from their teacher and produce a rationale for their choice to ensure that the news story has adequate opportunity for detailed development.

Pupils will have been taught about volcanoes/ earthquakes/tropical storms and this will form the basis of during in-depth research. In their evaluation they will be expected to demonstrate an awareness of the physical, environmental and human geography associated with these hazards.
	Describe selected events in the news and show awareness of different interpretations.

Describe and explain the impact of selected events in the news on people, places and environments.

Explain the geographical patterns and processes behind the events.

Apply knowledge and understanding to consider what may happen in the future or to express preferred futures

Interpret and critically evaluate a range of sources.

Consider peoples views about the issues, including their own and identify how these may affect decisions.
	

	What is the issue? How can I find out about it fully? What source of information can be used and how reliable are they?

What is the impact of different views and perceptions on reporting of the item? Future development and decisions?

How can this story be presented as a news item for a local audience? E.g. assembly/KS3 pupils
	
	A LOCAL ISSUE IN THE NEWS
	The local study will involve the use of local news stories relating to the “Master plan” aimed at urban regeneration. They will need to understand the geographical aims of such policies and be taught about how other areas have achieved this, e.g. Manchester.

Visit by Local town planner to explain how Blackpool’s Master Plan was formulated.

Produce a television-style report about the issues showing key issues, their views and the views of others?

Presentation to audience e.g. peers, year 7 pupils, visitors etc to include peer evaluation
	Research a local issue, drawing on different sources of information

Explain the full geographical background and context to the issue, showing awareness of scale, processes at work and the impact of different perceptions and views.

Present a news item for television, radio or a newspaper.
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