
Unit 4:  Travel and Tourism Destinations

	4.1 OVERVIEW OF THE UNIT

	TITLE: Travel and Tourism Destinations

	HOURS TEACHING TIME: 35-40 hours

	ASSESSMENT: internally assessed and externally moderated

                             25% of full GCSE

	ABOUT THIS UNIT:
Everyone looks forward to going on holiday and to becoming a tourist. We talk of wanting escape, fun, action, different customs and products, or of ‘visiting paradise’, but each of these expectations makes different demands on travel, on tourist places and on tourism resources around the world. 

This unit focuses on two aspects – on travel and tourism as one way in which places are connected to the wider world and on the impacts and effects of tourism on the destinations. Tourism produces a unique set of interconnections between places because of its relationship between producers (the tourist places) and consumers (the tourists and travellers). Effectively, tourists’ activities help to shape the lives and landscapes of communities in far distant countries. Those who visit rarely consider either the importance of tourism to the destination or the various positive and negative impacts that tourism brings.

This unit provides the opportunity for candidates to consider the definitions and characteristics of different kinds of tourism, to explore two contrasting travel and tourism destinations, and to think in a different way about their own tourist experiences. The emphasis of study will be on raising awareness of the global –local connections that lie behind tourist activity and developing understanding of the economic, social and political impacts of tourism. 

Since this is a predominantly vocational unit, there will also be an opportunity for candidates to consider how a travel company works and what it might be like to work in the tourism industry.

Useful Links:

· Core Theme – People as Consumers
the producer/consumer relationship applied to tourism
Also Core Theme – An Extreme Environment
-travel and tourism in extreme environments
· Optional Unit –Geography in the News
tourism issues in the news
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