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	Unit
	One
	Topics
	Place and Local Geography
	Author(s) G. Senior & R Guthrie

	Rough time scale
	Because we want students to be able to…
	… and because the National Curriculum / relevant specification says 
	we are going to devise a lesson / lessons to answer these questions:
	We will give the lesson/s the code
	This is, broadly, what we will aim to do in the lessons, the resources we will need, the homework that may be set and the results we are looking for
	We will provide for students with different abilities / learning styles by

	
	Outcomes
	Guidance
	Enquiry Questions
	Code
	Learning and Teaching Ideas
	Variety

	3 hours
	· define and explain their own understanding of what constitutes their own place
	Candidates’ personal geographies.


	What is my place?  Where is it?  What do I know about it?  How do I feel about this place?  Why is it important to me – and others?

Why is this place as it is?
	P1
	· To arrive at a definition of your local area by understanding the differences between local, regional, national and global. This to be done by getting the students to complete a concentric circles / Venn diagram exercise to sort places by these various scales using playing cards with places on them. A possible homework could be to ask parents whether they agree with their children’s definition of the local area.
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P2
	· To get students to consider what is important to them about the local area by exploring students’ reasons for identifying with it through people, services, and cultural, social and historical links. A possible homework is to investigate their family background.


	

	
	· 
	
	
	P3
	· To consider why the local area is important to other people, and particularly to identify the importance of the local area as key function and key function. This to be done by using various resources including, perhaps, a map of the local area, employment figures, visiting speakers etc.
	


	2 hours
	· recognise that other people and organisations hold different views and values about their local place/ community
	The local place/community (which may differ in size and scale from school to school.  The definition of it should be one early task, building on candidates’ own ideas).

Views, images, perceptions of others.
	How is this place seen, represented and experienced by others?  For what different purposes?
	P4

P5
	· To create a collage of views about the local place by collecting images and perceptions from a wide cross-section of the local population (which can be done within the school). This could be one of the tasks for the portfolio.
	


	2 hours
	· appreciate and be able to articulate ways in which the local place is influenced by and linked to other places
	Specific features of the environment and economic, social, political geography of the local place (e.g. landscape, work, leisure, transport, cultural activities, identity).

Links and connections to the wider world via travel, journeys to work, migration, media and cultural links, sport etc.).
	Why is this place as it is?  How has it been influenced by its links with other places?  What impact does it make on other places?
	P6

P7
	· To explore a feature of the local place that has links to other places, for example (a) the places that a Premier League football team draws its players and supporters from or (b) a major employer, e.g. Rolls Royce and the places that they get their parts from or sell their products to or (c) the sphere of influence of a local tourist honey pot or (d) a local rock festival.
Outcomes might include spatial mapping, distance-decay, gravity model concepts, push-pull factors… (depending on the ability of the students)

	

	2 hours
	· identify, explain and evaluate the key issues and processes of change (economic, social, environmental and political) which impact on the local area
	Links and connections to the wider world via travel, journeys to work, migration, media and cultural links, sport etc.).
	What are the key processes of change operating on the local area/community?

What is my view about changes for the worse or for the better?
	P8
	· To identify a current issue in the local place, e.g. a recently built by-pass, retail park, newly promoted football team or housing estate. To explore the process of change on the local area (e.g. noise from the by-pass, increases in traffic because of the retail park, new opportunities for employment.)
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P9
	· To evaluate the impact on their own lives and the lives of their friends and family of the current issue selected by doing some in-class data collection.
	


	4 hours
	· identify some possible future scenarios for the local place/ community
	Existing and future plans for the local place/community.

Candidates own plans for their lives and visions/ideas for the future of the local area.

Ways of effecting change.  Ways of seeing change.
	What changes might take place in the future?  With what impact?  On whom?  Is it possible to identify gainers and losers?
	P10
	· To become aware of the existing and future plans in their local community by looking at planning applications in the local paper, by visiting the local planning department or having a visiting speaker or local councillor come into the school.


	

	
	· 
	
	
	P11
	· To consider through brainstorming in the classroom what students themselves would want in the future for their local community. To identify ways of effecting these changes and any further future changes.
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P12

P13
	· To design and plan a successful proposal for the change that they wish to see in the local area.
This piece of work could form part of the coursework portfolio
	

	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	1 hour
	· understand where and how the local place fits into Britain
	Broad outline of the UK and constituent countries, regions and Britain
	How does my place fit into Britain as a whole?  How is it like other local places or different from them?
	P14
	· To acquire locational knowledge of the local area in its regional, national and European context with reference to countries and regions of the UK. This to be achieved by developing atlas and mapping skills
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P15
	· To acquire an appreciation of other regions of the UK, using photographic resources
	


	4 hours
	· have a broad appreciation of the key issues affecting Britain and their own lives in the early twenty-first century
	Britain’s location/relative location in Europe.

Some big geographical issues for Britain today as relevant to candidates’ local place and community.  (The following may be referred to in examination questions – population change, migration, urban redevelopment and regionalism linked with Europe).
	What are the big issues affecting Britain today and how do they affect my family, the local community and me?
	Guidance
	Centres will need to find a current ‘big issue’ with local impact and application from such areas as population change (e.g. population structure in new towns, rural depopulation); migration (e.g. the school bus run and consequent traffic congestion); urban redevelopment (e.g. the rebuilding of a new town centre and other brownfield site developments) and regionalism linked with Europe (e.g. social deprivation and consequent EU funding).


	

	
	· 
	
	
	P16
	· To get a broad understanding of the issues facing the UK as a whole.  This to be achieved by watching video clips from the national news (e.g. traffic / transport, housing, crime, pollution, immigration). To result in a collage of national hot potatoes.
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P17

P18
	· To get students to develop an ICT enhanced presentation of how their chosen issue from the collage affects them, their families and the local community.

This can be done individually or in groups and could be another example of portfolio material.
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P19
	· To hear the students’ presentations
	


	2 hours
	· define and explain their understanding of the term ‘identity’ and relate it to themselves, to other people, to other countries in the UK and to some of the key issues affecting Britain.
	Consideration of the term 

‘identity’ and of the idea of ‘multiple identities’.  Reflections on their study of local place and community and what it tells us about places in general.

The geographer’s contribution to understanding place.
	How does my geographical study help me to better understand my local place and community?

How and why do places and people claim to have an identity? How does it help us to understand each other better?


	P20
	· To arrive at a corporate view of national and, within this, regional identity, so that candidates can recognize common features of places but be able identify regional differences, e.g. understand that The Lake District and The Fens are both British landscapes but belong to different regions. 


	

	
	· 
	
	
	P21
	· To address stereotypes about regions such that students’ misconceptions are corrected to achieve a better understanding of unfamiliar places. This to be done by showing extracts from different regionally-based TV programmes (e.g. EastEnders, Brookside, Emmerdale) Also to discuss whether these representations are real and how we may judge them to be so or otherwise.

· Mental mapping exercises may be appropriate here.


	

	
	· 
	
	
	P22
	· Produce accurate images of places and people from across the UK as a wall display. – this could be achieved by using the internet.
	

	
	· 
	
	
	P23
	· To investigate their own family’’s stereo typing of regions of the UK by a set of images questionnaire and present the results for a class discussion. This should help them understand the mis-conceptions that cause problems in the areas of the UK.
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