
Unit 6:  Planning Where You Live

	6.1 OVERVIEW OF THE UNIT

	TITLE: Planning Where We Live

	HOURS TEACHING TIME: 35-40 hours

	ASSESSMENT: internally assessed and externally moderated

                             25% of full GCSE

	ABOUT THIS UNIT:

Whether we live in cities and towns or villages and the countryside, we are all affected by changes in use of land and buildings. Such changes impact upon our homes, our places of work, our leisure activities and the pleasure and sense of well-being we gain or lose from our surroundings. In this sense, the planning system is of immediate relevance to us all, aiming as it does to balance the demands of the economy for development against the social and environmental impacts of those developments. Sustainability is a key concept. 

This predominantly vocational unit uses case studies to introduce the different levels of town and country planning which operate in the UK (mainly focusing on England, though similar systems and principles apply in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland). Rather than specifying a distinct body of content, the unit defines a framework to help Centres select and explore appropriate planning examples and issues in their own local community, region and at national level. Despite its vocational slant, this unit demands a sound geographical knowledge and understanding and a strong focus on the citizenship skills of critical enquiry, experiential learning and values analysis.

Useful Links:

· Core Theme - My Place; Living in the UK today
-planning system operating in the local area
· Optional Units -
The Fieldwork Challenge
-fieldwork projects investigating local planning issues
Geographical Information Revolution
-techniques and skills to use investigating planning issues
Geography in the News
-planning issues in the media and impact of media on planning
Living with Floods
- the role of the Environment Agency and impact on planning matters
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