Pilot GCSE Option 7: Investigating Geography Through Fieldwork - planning grid

The grid shown below aims to provide further guidance as to how a scheme of work can be created from the Investigating Geography Through Fieldwork Option module. It is presented with no more intent than to provide one approach to doing this and although it is directly derived from the OCR specification, it has no formal status within that specification. 

The module has been divided into a sequence of Units, each of which has been given a title that gives a broad indication as to its focus. The Enquiry questions in the OCR specification have been used as a starting point to create this structure. However, some of the Enquiry questions have been moved in order to create the flow of ideas that form the sequence. The Content and Context for study from the specification has also been used with some modifications as those in the specification are intended to be illustrative rather than forming a compulsory list. 

The total amount of time has been set at 30 hours, made from a notional allocation of 2 hours per week over 15 weeks. This is intended as a general guide as different schools will have their own timetables and timings. The Units are of different lengths to reflect their relative importance within the Assessment Objectives.

AO1  25%

AO2  25%

AO3  50%

Each Unit has been linked to one Assessment Objective, though there may also be elements of other objectives. This may make it easier to identify coursework activities that will conform to the weightings of the objectives.   It should not be necessary to create separate coursework activities and indeed, this would be against the spirit of the assessment guidelines as set out on page 77 of the specification (though this page relates to Assessment of the Core modules).  
	Units and Enquiry questions
	Content (illustrative)
	Activities, assessment focus and timing

	Unit 1 Fieldwork in Context

· What do I already know about fieldwork?

· What is the historical context?


	· Brainstorm the nature of the fieldwork undertaken so far by candidates.

· Group work to study famous historical figures  using the internet, to answer questions such as ‘was Livingstone/ Shackleton/Darwin an explorer or a field scientist?’

· There could be some scope to look at the role of women in field science in nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

· Group work to look at current field research in universities

· How has fieldwork changed over time – a comparison of historical and current field investigations.

· Find newspaper cuttings about the uses of field research and its influence on decision makers as reported in a variety of newspapers. Create a display of findings for class discussion
	Time 3 hours  AO1

· Explain the relevance, purpose and significance of fieldwork through the exploration of historical case study materials

· Identify ways in which fieldwork data has been collected for a range of purposes in the past

	Unit 2 Collecting and Using Data

· How is data collected and who might use it?

· What is the range of data collected?

· How can data be used to influence decisions or decision-makers?
	· Candidates select and explore some virtual fieldwork sites and critique them for their collection, use and representation of data.

· Candidates interview AS and A2 geographers from within the school or local colleges on their experiences.

· Candidates question local councils about how data is used in the decision making processes.
	Time 3  hours  AO1/2

· Be able to engage in a reasoned manner with the virtual fieldwork debate

· Recognise the variety of data types e.g. qualitative and quantitative
· Be able to describe how data is used (and abused) by decision makers.

	Unit 3 Designing a project

· What is the basic process of research or enquiry?

· What are the advantages/disadvantages of specific hypothesis testing/more qualitative approaches?
	· Candidates collect a small data set that they represent in a variety of formats.

· Analyse and discuss the different formats

· This could be a group activity with a class debate and discussion, evaluating the different strategies.
	Time 3 hours AO2/3

· Candidates should be able to design a simple project or investigation justifying the type of data they wish to collect.

· Candidates should be able to explain the main features of different data collection methods and various considerations required.

	Unit 4 Critically analysing a project

· How can some experiments be biased and some fair?

· How can risk assessment be used to improve your own safety and the safety of others?
	· Candidates investigate data that has been used to generate bias

· Share with candidates different risk assessment strategies.

· Candidates plan a piece of fieldwork in the school grounds for younger candidates, carry out risk assessment, present this to school’s fieldwork safety co-ordinator.
	Time  3 hours AO2/3

· Explain how some elements of the investigation could be biased or unfair

· Outline logistical and health and safety considerations appropriate to any project 

	Unit 5 Data Handling

· What simple ways are there to both describe and analyse geographical data?

· Why is data collected often partial, incomplete and unreliable?
	· Explore a fieldwork website/text that explores and explains different fieldwork strategies. Devise a feedback sheet to critically evaluate different strategies.

· Evaluate commercial fieldwork including for example Mori and Gallup

· Critique an existing piece of fieldwork and explain why it is partial and incomplete
	Time  3 hours AO1/2

· Candidates should be able to critically evaluate fieldwork activities carried out by others.

· Use a range of techniques to handle and describe data

· Explain data handling strategies used in the commercial world and critically evaluate these

	Unit 6 Reporting Back

· How can results be presented for different audiences?

· How can data be used to inform decision-makers and government?
	· Use the same data set, present the information differently for different audiences.

· Explore how flawed decisions can be made when data is presented in a biased way.
	Time 3 hours  AO1

· Candidates should be able to report back individual or group findings in a manner appropriate to the audience or to consider how the results might have different impact on different groups of people.

	Units 7 Fieldwork in action 1

· What do you want to investigate?

· Where are you going to study and why?

· How are you going to collect your data?

· Who are you working with?

· What are the health and safety issues?

· What data analysis are you going to do and why?

· What presentation strategies are you going to use and why?

· How are you going to report back?

· What went well? What could you improve upon?
	Candidates should be personally involved in planning, implementing and reporting back on at least two fieldwork projects.

These should be undertaken as an integral part of the course:

1. A project linked to a Core Theme (e.g. My Place)

2. A project linked either to a topic of interest to candidates (or candidate choice) or to an Option (e.g. Urban Transport, Planning, Coastal Management)
	Time 6 hours each  AO3

· Candidates should plan design and carry out a piece of fieldwork

· Evaluation of how candidates work effectively as a group to implement fieldwork activities.

· Report back on a fieldwork project, making it appropriate to audience.

	Unit 8 Fieldwork in Action 2

Questions as above
	Candidates should be personally involved in planning, implementing and reporting back on at least two fieldwork projects.

These should be undertaken as an integral part of the course:

1. A project linked to a Core Theme (e.g. My Place)

2. A project linked either to a topic of interest to candidates (or candidate choice) or to an Option (e.g. Urban Transport, Planning, Coastal Management)
	Time 6 hours  AO3

·  Candidates should plan design and carry out a piece of fieldwork

· Evaluation of how candidates work effectively as a group to implement fieldwork activities.

· Report back on a fieldwork project, making it appropriate to audience.
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