Pilot GCSE - Option 3: Geography in the News
Context

We are bombarded with news items from around the world everyday – in newspapers, on television or radio, via the internet and even our mobile phones. Geographical knowledge and understanding is essential in helping us comprehend these items fully and allowing us to respond appropriately. This unit supports candidates in exploring the value in ‘thinking geographically’. It is often more pertinent for geographers to ask: What has not been reported? Whose view has not been represented? Which places have been ignored? What consequences have been omitted? How would this news be represented differently by media based in a different locality?

This unit is concerned with places, events and people in the news, the geography behind them and the different viewpoints and perspectives which are portrayed. Its field of study allows Centres considerable flexibility and autonomy in the design of their teaching programme. Rather than specifying a distinct body of content, the unit defines a framework that will support planning, and help teachers to develop rigour in candidates’ learning and ensure a strong geographical focus to their work on geography in the news.

To explore how the power and relevance of geography can enhance understanding we offer the following perspective. This has been developed by David Lambert (Chief Executive of the GA) and used jointly by the RGS-IBG and the GA to explore with government agencies and others the role of geography in education. It may provide a useful prompt for both you and your candidates when exploring this Geography in the News unit.

The power of geography

· The physical world: the land, water and air. Can involve spiritual dimensions.

· The human environment: work, homes, consumption, leisure. Can involve moral dimensions.

· Interaction: movement (the spatial) and interdependence (e.g. the economic and the political)

· Place: the ‘vocabulary’ and the ‘grammar’. Can involve the ecological, social and the cultural.

· Scale: the construct, lens or dimension through which the subject matter is ‘seen’ from local to global/

· Young people’s lives: images, change, experience and meaning, identity. Can take an explicit futures orientation.
These perspectives are explored more fully in Geography: the global dimension (see http://www.geography.org.uk/global/index.asp).
This unit builds on such a vision in order to contribute to informed citizenship by emphasising the five concepts of the specification. It also emphases the links between the social, economic, cultural and environmental dimensions, i.e. getting candidates to think geographically. Thinking geographically is concerned with:

· description and explanation with reasoned and rational critiques of issues

· rights and responsibilities, power and authority, equality and difference, community and identity, democracy conflict and co-operation

· the improvement of people’s lives and surroundings dependent on social justice, economic security and environmental stewardship.

The unit also provides candidates with the opportunity to explore their local news in a regional, national, international and global context. Through investigating what is reported and how it is reported as well as the geography in the local news and the geography that helps to develop an understanding of it.

Effective teaching and learning about geography in the news should support candidates to read and watch current events more fully and responsibly. The Geography in the News unit should be about promoting a confident and informed understanding about the way that places and geographical issues are represented. It is about developing candidates who do not passively accept the news as delivered, but have a capacity to creatively critique news media based on informed and reasoned geographical thinking.

Content

This unit is divided into three sections

· Reading the news. This involves candidates in recognising the geography in current news issues and describing the provision of different media sources.

· Studies in depth of two contrasting news stories that have a geographical context. Candidates are expected to explore contemporary news items of national or international significance.

· A local issue in the news. Candidates should explain the geographical background and context to an issue, demonstrating an awareness of scale, patterns and processes and different perspectives.

Concepts

· Uneven development. Investigating the geography behind the news involves candidates in describing, explaining and making judgements about the media representations of spatial variations. The consideration of the simultaneity of difference is one of geography’s major contributions to developing a meaningful understanding of media issues.

· Interdependence. An investigation of a news item should enable candidates to explore how this place is linked with others through geographical flows, patterns and processes. Scale should be used as a zoom lens and to focus a study. No study should be based entirely and exclusively at any one scale. 

· Futures. The future of the news issue being investigated should be explored in a meaningful and informed way. Candidates should be supported in considering alternative geographical imaginations. These should be informed, reasoned and rational, and may involve candidates in imagining different social, environmental, political and economic priorities and philosophies.

· Sustainability. A critical understanding of perceived environmental, cultural and economic sustainability is important in thinking critically about any news issue at any scale.

· Globalisation. The impact of global patterns, processes, systems and flows all have an influence on the representation of any news item. How these are perceived informs the decisions made in and about any locality. Geography has a role to play in developing and exposing the understandings of the geography that decisions are based on. Decisions should be based on high quality geographical imagination. Meaningful and critical reading of the geography behind the news creates such information. 

Assessment objectives

The unit involves aspects of all three of the Assessment Objectives, i.e. AO1, AO2 and AO3. Inevitably a particular emphasis (45%) is placed on AO2. A knowledge and understanding of ‘the geography behind selected news items at different scales and in different places and of the underlying concepts especially interdependence and futures’ is part of AO1. Developing an ability ‘to apply knowledge and understanding of the media to explain the range of views and perceptions about issues, and to appreciate the consequences’ is part of AO2 but also has some overlap with A01. The ability to select and use skills by demonstrating ‘abilities to handle a range of source material, to recognise and allow for bias and to critically evaluate the readability and value of the source material’ is part of AO3. The ability ‘to show the skill of communicating ideas and views succinctly to different audiences and using a range of different written and graphical formats’ forms part of AO3 but also has some overlap with AO2. 

Opportunities for linking themes

Core themes and Optional units – any in which relevant news stories arise, but the ‘Geographical information revolution’ might link well with its emphasis on internet sources.
Ensuring that the unit is an ‘applied unit’

This is an ‘applied’ unit, occupying a middle position on the academic-vocational continuum. A sound understanding of the geographical location and knowledge behind each issue is required. However, this knowledge needs to be applied in the context of the popular media and of people’s reactions to it.

Planning content

A planning grid for the Geography in the News unit can be downloaded from the Pilot GCSE pages.

Diane Swift (GA) with Judith Mansell and Jonathan Walton (RGS-IBG)

3   Pilot GCSE Geography in the News unit 

downloaded from www.geography.org.uk

