
Unit 3:  Geography in the News

	3.1 OVERVIEW OF THE UNIT

	TITLE: Geography in the News

	HOURS TEACHING TIME: 35-40 hours

	ASSESSMENT: internally assessed and externally moderated

                             25% of full GCSE

	ABOUT THIS UNIT:

News items from around the world bombard us everyday – in the newspapers, on the television or radio, through the internet and even via our mobile phones. Geographical knowledge and understanding is essential to understanding these items and to allowing us to respond appropriately. This unit is concerned with places, events and people in the news, the geography behind them and the different viewpoints and perspectives which are portrayed.  Its field of study allows Centres considerable flexibility and autonomy in the design of their teaching programme.  Rather than specifying a distinct body of content, this unit defines a framework which will support Centres’ planning, help teachers to develop rigour in candidates’ learning and ensure a strong geographical focus to their work on geography in the news. 


This is an applied unit, occupying a middle position on the academic-vocational continuum. A sound understanding of the geographical location and knowledge behind each issue is required. However, this knowledge needs to be applied in the context of the popular media and of people’s reactions to it.

Useful Links:

· Core Themes and Optional Units– any in which relevant news stories arise, but the Geographical Information Revolution might link well with its emphasis on internet sources.
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