Urban Geography Think Tank

Alternative Futures – Proposals for a Sustainable Birmingham

This task is designed to help you think about how places change. Decisions and actions in places have consequences for the future of a place. Geographers think about why places are as they are, what can be done about them and what they might be like in the future.

Could Birmingham be made a more sustainable city?

How could it be different in the future?

GROUP TASK

You are members of an Urban Geography Think Tank. You have been asked by the RGS-IBG and the University of Birmingham to radically rethink the planning of Birmingham city centre. You need to propose a plan for making the city centre more sustainable and improve the quality of life of people living and working there, and minimise environmental impacts.

STEP ONE

Brainstorm possibilities using your notes, own knowledge and experience of the place and the photo and sketch prompts. Think about transport, open space, recreation, journey times, land use, waste management, involvement of people …

STEP TWO

Present a range of your proposals on poster paper using the maps, photos and a tracing paper overlay. Use shading and symbols to add, remove or adjust the features of the city centre in line with your proposals.

STEP THREE

Annotate your poster plan to describe (what it is) and justify (why you chose it) each change.

STEP FOUR

The ideas of Think Tanks are often reported on the news because they are often radical and thought provoking. Write a brief press release that describes and justifies your key proposed changes.
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