UNIT 2 Geographical Information Systems
	2.1 OVERVIEW OF THE UNIT

	TITLE: Geographical Information Systems



	HOURS TEACHING TIME: 35-40 hours



	ASSESSMENT:  Teacher Assessed (two thirds of unit assessment)

                               Internally assessed and externally moderated 
                               (one third of unit assessment)
                              25% of full GCSE

	ABOUT THIS UNIT:
This unit is one of two (see unit 10) which aim to explore how the use of Information and Communication Technologies is increasingly affecting people’s lives and environments. This first unit focuses on Geographical Information Systems. A Geographical Information System can be regarded as a set of software tools which enable us to capture, manipulate, analyse and present a range of geographical data on a spatial or map base. These systems range in scale from small in-car navigation systems to massive computer systems used to provide weather forecasts or model the effects of climatic change. GIS provides us with a means of handling information about the world in an efficient and effective manner.

In the predominantly vocational unit candidates are helped to place the development of GIS in the context of the increasing use of ICT generally. They are introduced to some practical GIS techniques, which can then be applied to projects and activities in their geographical work for the core themes and other optional units. Because it is a predominantly vocational unit, candidates are introduced to the use of GIS in a range of jobs and careers. However, the unit also requires a critical and evaluative stance to be taken to the role of new technologies in their own lives.

The second ICT-based unit focuses on Mobile Geographies, exploring the growth and impact of the internet, mobile phones, digital communication media and satellite imagery on the dynamically changing concepts of place and environment. It thus complements the work for this unit.

Useful Links

Any Core Themes and Optional Units in which GIS techniques can be used to describe and analyse relationships, model change or inform decision-making. Those units which might particularly lend themselves to such links are Coastal Management, Geography in the News, Planning Where We Live and Geography through Fieldwork.
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