
Unit 9: Geography through Fieldwork

	9.1 OVERVIEW OF THE UNIT

	TITLE: Geography through Fieldwork



	HOURS TEACHING TIME: 35-40 hours



	ASSESSMENT: Teacher assessed (ie set, managed and marked by the Centre)

                    25% of full GCSE



	ABOUT THIS UNIT:

Fieldwork is an integral part of Geography, in fact for many pupils it is the highlight of the geography course.  Fieldwork is sometimes about going outside the usual classroom confines and taking controlled measurements; or it can be about collecting data to support (or reject) a new business proposal, or it might even be related to establishing the environmental quality of a local water course.  Out-of-classroom activities offer a tangible bridge between local concerns and national or international issues.

This unit is difficult to classify on the academic-vocational continuum. It is predominantly academic in that it is focused on a body of knowledge, skills and experience pertaining to fieldwork. However, it will inevitably be applied by candidates since fieldwork must be used in a context. There is also a vocational relevance to jobs and careers in survey work, research, public relations and marketing.

Useful Links:

· Any Core Themes and Optional Units which allow opportunities for fieldwork eg especially Core Theme of My Place, and Optional units of Coastal Management, Living with Floods, Planning Where we Live, Urban Transport. 
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