Pilot GCSE: Extreme Environments 

Teacher’s notes for Year 10 coursework materials

The materials used for delivering this aspect of the Extreme Environments theme include:

· Pupil task sheets.

· Pupil friendly mark scheme ‘How to Make Your Coursework Outstandingly Brilliant’.

You need to get these copied before the lesson.

Timing

· Pupils should be allowed two lessons and two periods of private study to complete tasks A and B. Please allow pupils preparation time and fully explain the tasks before the pupils start these two lessons.

Preparation for the coursework

· Review and consolidate pupil knowledge and understanding of the extreme environment of Svalbard (location, identifying features, why it is extreme, climatic influences, landforms, main processes at work, human uses of and responses to the environment, causes and effects of global warming).

· Introduce and explain the tasks to pupils. Show them the task sheets before the lessons in which they are expected to complete them so that they can become familiar with the tasks.

· Reinforce understanding of the skills of concept mapping and diagrammatic representation, and the concepts of alternative futures.

· Emphasise that they have some freedom of choice in presentation for task A and choice of focus for task B. Please monitor pupil choices carefully and guide those who require it. Insist they actively use the pupil friendly mark scheme.

· Allow pupils opportunity to use the Internet to research and consolidate their knowledge and understanding and their preferences before starting the tasks.

Coursework lesson one and private study one

Pupils complete Task A according to the guidance and their preferences. Insist this is done in test conditions so that maximum use is made of the time available. There is scope for able pupils to control their coursework yet also for less confident pupils to use the guidance.

Coursework lesson two and private study two

Pupils complete Task B. Emphasise that longer is not necessarily better, quality and attention to the mark scheme and the ‘Top Tips’ is important. Again there is scope for able pupils to control the nature of their report. Less confident pupils will require more guidance. Pupils may word process this section.
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Year 10 coursework

What Does the Future Hold for Svalbard?

Global Warming and the Svalbard Islands

Introduction

In this coursework you will be asked to consider how global warming and associated environmental change might affect the Svalbard Islands. You must apply your knowledge and understanding of this extreme environment and link it with what you know and understand of global warming to present your view of a possible future for Svalbard.

You will have one lesson and private study time for each of the following tasks.

TASK A

Produce a concept map OR any other diagram of your choice/creation to show your full understanding of how global warming and environmental change might affect the extreme environment of the Svalbard Islands.

You must demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the current landscape, ecosystems, climate and human uses of Svalbard.
Follow the ‘Top Tips!’ below and the ideas over the page to help you create your diagram. Your diagram may be up to A3 size.

Top Tips!

· Refer to specific places

· Show how the different aspects of Svalbard and global warming are interconnected.

· Be creative!

· Give detail to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding.

· Use geographical vocabulary.

· Try to describe (the aspects of Svalbard) and explain (how global warming might affect them).

· Plan your diagram.

· Keep your diagram organised on the page.

· Be concise!

TASK B

So what do YOU think the future holds for Svalbard? What human and physical changes might occur as a result of global warming? What is your vision for a future Svalbard?

Write a 500-word report to describe and explain your view of a likely possible future for Svalbard. You may choose to take an overview of the human and physical characteristics of the Islands, OR you may focus on one broad aspect such as the landscape, OR you may even like to refine your report and focus on one aspect such as ecosystems or even polar bears. Your intended audience of readers is a group of Five Ways geographers from Years 10 to 13. You may wish to write for another intended audience, consult your teacher. 

Follow the ‘Top Tips!’ below to help you.

Top Tips!

· Incorporate the idea of sustainability.

· Show you understand likely future changes.

· Describe and explain these changes.

· Refer to who might be affected.

· Refer to human and physical changes.

· Refer to local, regional and global implications of this change.

· Present and justify your own view.

· Include diagrams, maps and photos to support your view.
Possible aspects to include on your concept map or diagram:

Oceans around Svalbard.

Climate of Svalbard.

Glaciers and ice caps on Svalbard.

Landscapes, landforms and processes of Svalbard.

Land-based ecosystems of Svalbard.

Ocean-based ecosystems of Svalbard.

Human activities on Svalbard.

Culture and peoples of Svalbard.

Scientific exploration of Svalbard.

You could focus on some or one of these in your report on a possible future for Svalbard.

How to make your coursework outstandingly brilliant

Try to make your work match the descriptions below. This is what teachers will be looking for to award an A*!  

Tick them as you achieve them.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

· Show good knowledge and understanding of Svalbard. 

· Show you understand the concept of ‘possible futures’.

· Give arguments to support your view of a possible future.

· Present interconnected ideas.

APPLICATION, INTERPRETATION AND VALUES

· Make your interpretation of the future detailed.

· Develop and show the complexity of your personal view.

· Justify your personal view.

SKILLS AND ANALYSIS

· Develop an appropriate technique to present your ideas.

· Focus on clear communication to your intended audience.

ATTENTION!!!!!!

Please complete this coursework by Easter.

Please review/mark the work before we return after Easter. Use the scheme distributed with the last coursework, a further copy of which is attached. A copy of this has been run off for each pupil and is in the dept office. You may wish to start using these and record some brief comments/marks.

We will discuss this coursework, moderation and the next piece of coursework on the second INSET day after Easter.
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