Svalbard – The development of tourism – will anyone benefit?

The objective of these two lessons is to look into the benefits and disadvantages of the potential growth in tourism.  Think about all the interested parties involved and how they may react to and be affected by a steady growth in the number of tourists visiting the islands.

Firstly we need to look at how tourism in general can cause changes to the host nation and inhabitants as well as the tourists themselves.

1)  In groups of three, use the ‘Changes in tourism’ living graph and the relevant twelve statements.  Decide where on the living graph you would place these statements and think of why they should go where you suggested.

2) Think of why in this example of ‘Torremolinos’ tourism grew swiftly during the 1970s but started to ‘tail off’ in the 1990s.

3) If we now look at Svalbard, the tourism industry has just entered stage one of the model.  Using the supplied information sheets, think of five reasons why this type of eco-tourism has started to develop and what activities tourists could get involved with in Svalbard.

4) Design a new ‘tourism model’ for Svalbard and produce twelve ‘statement cards’ that could be placed on this model. (Think about who will be affected, i.e. locals/tourists/tour operators/wildlife etc. Include the possible consequences of: a struggling tourism industry; the knock on effects on other industries; the effects of many tourists visiting Svalbard (both good and bad); the potential over reliance on tourism and how tourism might be affected if global warming continues.

5) Swap your model and cards with another group and see where they would put your statements.  Have they put them in the same place?  Why?  

Extension

Produce a 200 word charter on how tourism should be managed in the Svalbard Islands.  If it is to work, surely sustainability is the key.
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Whaling to begin again? – Inhumane practice or sustainability

In the packs provided you have been given information about whaling and how different interested parties view the practice.

Sources of information:

a) General overview from ‘High Arctic’ text.

b) Greenpeace

c) The Norwegian whaling industry.

d) The International Whaling Commission.

e) The Japanese Whaling Association.

 f) Indigenous tribe’s viewpoint.

You may already have a view on the whaling industry, but how informed is your opinion and who has influenced your point of view?

Task

1) In your groups, using the data sheets provided, discuss the advantages and

    disadvantages of the whaling industry.

2) Using the large piece of card, divide your thoughts, ideas and the evidence from the 

     information sheets into these four suggested areas:-

	Who says no to whaling and why?


	Who wants to continue whaling and why?



	Could whaling be allowed under certain circumstances? (How would this be managed?)


	What is the future of whaling?


3)  Class discussion on findings.

4)  Describe what your views are about whaling showing your understanding of both sides of the argument.  Does whaling have a place in our modern society?  Should whaling be treated any differently to other forms natural harvest? How might global warming affect whaling in Norwegian waters? What would be the ‘knock on’ effects on people’s livelihoods and Norway’s economy if this warming took place?

5) EXTENSION :- If the fishing waters around Svalbard became less productive, do you think Norway’s interest in the islands would continue?  Why? 
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Year 10 Geography - Svalbard

Adapting To Climate

A) Use your reference book and other sources to find out about the phytoplankton that grows in the cold Arctic and Antarctic waters.

i) What conditions are required for their growth?

ii) What are algae blooms and when do they usually occur?

iii) Why is the growth of phytoplankton so important to the Arctic food chain?

iv) What research methods are used to find out about phytoplankton?  Describe some of the problems encountered in using these methods.

B) By using the information you have gathered from the video and your text, 

      draw and annotate a typical ‘food web’ for the Arctic waters around Svalbard.

C) Look at the maps for information about the growing conditions for plants on land on the Svalbard islands and in the Arctic area in general.

i) Assess the conditions in relation to Land Surface, Soil, Temperature, Precipitation and Growing Season.

ii) Describe and illustrate the kinds of plants that grow in these conditions.

iii) Identify the ways in which plants adapt to these harsh conditions.
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Arctic Extremes – Svalbard

During the course of this lesson – an attempt will be made to understand the role humans have played in shaping Svalbard and what impact humans will have on the area over the next few decades.

Using your textbook and the ICT resources available you need to complete the following tasks:-

1) Under the above title, download an appropriate map of the Svalbard Islands.  This map should include a scale and an indication of lines of latitude.  Label the names of the major islands.

2) Why have certain countries always held an interest in Svalbard?  What did/does it have to offer those interested parties? (Find out which countries have played a part in the development of Svalbard – What were their motives?)

3) How have humans responded to the challenges ‘thrown at them’ and made use of the area studied?  (Think about how they have adapted to the climate e.g. housing/way of life/source of food/etc.)
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