What geography is in the local news?

Key geographical ideas and skills

· Environmental issues

· Physical processes, e.g. flooding

· Location comparisons

What you need

· A selection of local newspapers

· Whiteboard/OHP or large piece of paper and glue

What to do

· Hand out a selection of local newspapers.

· In pairs, ask the pupils to select and cut out headlines with a geographical content. For less able pupils, pair them sensitively with those who can help with the reading, or give a smaller number of newspaper pages to them to select from.

· Each pair should then choose a few of the headlines they have cut out and form a larger group with two other pairs. The groups should show their headlines to each other and explain briefly what the articles were about.

· Challenge the groups to then think of ways of classifying the headlines into two or three piles. Your role is to eavesdrop and prompt further thinking by careful questioning. Asking the pupils to think of their own categories rather than just telling them to split them into 'Physical', 'Human', and 'Environmental' themes will extend their thinking skills. Possible suggestions may be quite diverse, e.g. 'these ones do/don't affect me personally', 'these are facts and these are opinions', 'these are mainly connected to places and these are about natural things happening'. Tease out any specific geographical vocabulary, e.g. local, retail. What do the pupils understand by these terms? They could start, or add them to, a geographical glossary to be displayed in the classroom.

Variations

· If necessary, start by discussing what pupils think that 'geography' is all about.

· Start by showing pre-selected headlines on a whiteboard or OHP and discuss what they may be about and what this has to do with geography.

· Hand out a selection of headlines separated and jumbled up from their articles (or excerpts from their articles) and ask the pupils to match them up.

· During a literacy session, discuss a school-based newsworthy item, develop ideas for headlines and report content.

· If you feel that you need more control over the possible outcomes of this activity, use copies of the same newspaper so that you will be able to predict which headlines are likely to be selected.

What next?

· Home in on certain headlines which link well with the unit or topic, e.g. an environmental issue, our local area, comparisons to other places, physical processes such as the weather or flooding.

· While the groups of six pupils are discussing categories, make notes of what they are saying and use them to annotate a display of the groups' headings.

· Link to literacy work – the pupils could write an article expressing the opposing point of view to that of a selected headline, or write a letter to the newspapers' Editor giving a personal comment on one of the articles.
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