Dear Editor

I am pleased Mr Chris Woodhead is taking an interest in school geography. I am sorry he finds some of it ‘twaddle’. I am glad he acknowledges the complexities of geographical understanding, but I am disappointed that he feels that young people cannot engage with this sensibly. 

I dare say he and I agree that children deserve challenging geography lessons prepared by teachers who themselves are engaged with knowledge of the real world. One thing alludes me though. How does Woodhead justify his claim that we ‘tell children less and less’ and at the same time suggest that the geography curriculum is ‘indoctrination’?

Just to get things straight – most geography teachers a very concerned to teach ‘worthwhile knowledge’. The trouble is, the last time a government decided to tell teachers what this was – literally to select what was to be taught, it turned out to be less than worthwhile, and certainly has not stood the test of time. Not quite twaddle you understand, but missing a certain connectedness or relevance to the real world.

Yours truly,

David Lambert
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