Sunday Telegraph

Dear Editor,

It is unfortunate that circumstances have emerged in which the nation’s children now experience such a narrow curriculum (No wonder geography is dying, ST, 28 November 2004). As your article accurately reports, there is no more relevant subject than geography in schools. Furthermore, as the Chief Inspector also shows, where it is well taught the subject is stimulating, enjoyable and challenging. It provides young people with the knowledge, understanding and skill to think more intelligently about world, and their place in it.

There are signs that the government acknowledges all this. It wishes to see more breadth and excitement in what pupils experience. Teachers will need time and support as well as words of encouragement, for they operate within parameters set out by the government and its agencies. The fact remains, for example, that during their initial training many primary teachers receive no guidance whatsoever on how to plan, design and integrate good geography into their programmes. With the new emphasis on teacher development under the Teacher Training Agency’s expanding remit there is a good opportunity to put right this particular weakness.

The line taken by Ross Clark in his article – offering an alternative explanation for the decline of geography - is a familiar one. He merges the dumbing down of geography (not enough mapwork) with geography teachers behaving as ineffective green propagandists. In other words, he attacks poor teaching, exactly the same target as David Bell, the Chief Inspector. No teacher I know teaches ‘pure left wing dogma’. Teachers strive for something a little more complicated than this.
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