Evaluation

.

I found through developing this scheme of work   I developed a closer working relationship with the teaching assistant, we had a greater degree of discussion before each lesson was taught.

Throughout the scheme there was a greater value placed on pupils’ oral work – less focus on the more traditional written means of recording learning outcomes.
Some of the professional development discussions that I enjoyed included…

· Speaking to incoming Head of Year 7 about the likely geographical experiences of new pupils (the unit I have developed is a transition unit).

· Speaking with geography teachers from a variety of backgrounds during the planning sessions.

Pupils were highly motivated by the topic. They greatly enjoyed working in the local area. All the pupils felt that they were ‘expert’ in the topic – this gave them the confidence to contribute fully to class discussion sessions. Discussion with pupils was particularly focused on pupil thought processes.  

The Principal’s PA used to live in Burnley – she came to a lesson and spoke to the class about what the area was like and how it was similar to and different from Cambridge.

The TA working with the class became much more involved in the delivery of lessons. She was keen to share her experiences of growing up in an area other than Cambridge (Athens). The pupils’ relationship with the TA developed positively as a result of her being more open with them about her personal opinions of the Cambridge area.

The Deputy Head (Curriculum) is aware that a new project has been undertaken and that the scheme of wok will form the introductory unit for Year 7 pupils.

The mental maps that pupils drew of their local area were fascinating. They were asked to draw a map on a sheet of A4 paper, with their house in the middle. They were then to map the area within a 5 minute walking radius of their house. None of the pupils were able to complete this task – they focused exclusively on the sector of the map which showed their route from home to school. The vast majority placed their house in the corner of the page and did not consider the land use in all directions around it. When questioned about this, the majority of the pupils stated that this was the only direction that really mattered. 

