Sawston Village College

Sawston is a small commuter / satellite town about seven miles south of Cambridge.

Sawston Village College is a genuinely mixed comprehensive, with students of all abilities. They follow the AQA A GCSE. All geography classes are completely mixed ability. 

Where Will I Live, Key Stage 4 Year 10

The aim was to use five lessons over a two week time period. Classes were taught in two different timetable slots so that resources could be shared.

The learning objectives were:

· To make an element of settlement more accessible, interesting and 

       relevant

· To discuss the UK housing market in the context of Burnley and 

       Cambridge in particular

· To encourage the pupils to take a very detailed look at their own housing 

       departments

· To look at developments in and around Cambridge (particularly 

       Cambourne, Northstowe, Trumpington and the Cambridge airport site)

· To enable the students to think about these new developments and to 

       consider (ultimately) the kinds of environments that they would 

       realistically like to live and work in. 

Lesson One (see detail plan)

We began with an introduction with photos from East Lancashire and Cambridge using a data projector. Students were asked to comment on and discuss the housing and environmental quality of each. (see lesson 1 context)

We discussed the fact that for most people housing is the single largest cost that the have in their lifetimes. We worked out the cost of an average Cambridge mortgage over twenty-five years. We discussed the ideas that there are vast differences in house prices and types of houses within settlements, regions and the country as a whole. We discussed why this might be. We discussed why there is a shortage of houses in the South-East and a surplus of two bedroom stone terraces in and round Burnley. We also discussed why property developers develop and made the students aware of some of the new developments in and around Cambridge and Sawston.

Students were given a simple homework to complete to initially describe their own home and surroundings, this also had the purpose of getting them to think about ad discuss how and why they happen to be living here.

Lesson Two

This again used photographic information as a major focus of the lesson. Pupils were asked to card sort photo in pairs to show whether they thought the photos were of Cambridge or Burnley. (see lesson 2 card sort) Once this had been completed they had to add descriptions to the houses, then they had to add the prices to the houses. Although five photos were from Burnley / Nelson and five from Cambridge and varied from to up two down terrace to four bedroom detached, the most expensive were ALL Cambridge and the least ALL Burnley / Nelson.

The lesson also involved a discussion of what made good urban design with mention of defensible space, high quality materials, heating, lighting, sustainability and the circulation of the CABE booklets to show examples o good urban design.

There was discussion of the findings. Pupils filled in a worksheet.

Pupils were asked to design their own ideal, yet realistic house for homework.

Lesson Three

Again use was made of the data projector. We started the lesson by showing photos from Cambridge taken by Jason Orton (see South Cambridgeshire page, resources section) to ask whether they were taken in Burnley or Cambridge. They are in fact all from Cambridge. Again we discussed new developments in and around Cambridge and the kinds of environments in which the pupils themselves lived.

This led to a major homework for which the pupils were given clear guidelines to describe their own living environments and to look for good and bad points in the light of the discussion from the previous two lessons.

The students had three weeks to complete these homeworks as they had work experience for two weeks followed by half term.

Lesson Four

The students handed in their work. This lesson focussed on the development of Northstowe (see Northstowe on the resources page). We also discussed other developments around Cambridge. The students demonstrated a very high level of interest and factual recall from previous lessons.

Review

Considering the nature of a single homework from the above the results and responses for the majority of pupils were exceptionally good. (see student work 1) The students’ work was marked formatively, with comments acknowledging strengths and areas for improvement relating to the GCSE criteria. 

Some very able students produces some very detailed work that was excellently presented and showed a high level of interest and personal commitment. (see student work 2)

Some less able students who might normally be expected to achieve grades E-G also produces some really excellent work.

