HOUSING IN BLACKBURN-WITH-DARWEN, LANCASHIRE

KS4 / Year 10

FOCUS: 

Where would you be willing to live within Blackburn-with-Darwen at different stages of your life?

Stages: given, rather than negotiated with students:

1. At your present age

2. Single in low-twenties

3. Having young children

4. Having teenage children (interesting to see if it is stage1 repeated)

5. Retired, with limited mobility

The students in the school where we hope to try this out are generally from affluent homes, but there are exceptions. Approximately two-thirds are white, and almost all the remainder are south Asian, dominantly of Pakistani background and Muslim faith. The majority of students in the year group probably do not live in Blackburn, but many will live in other industrial towns such as Preston, Accrington, Burnley, Nelson, and Rossendale. It is hoped that this project will not cause embarrassment to any students living in the wards to be studied. With sensitive and imaginative teaching, we hope that such students will see themselves as informed contributors .

About one-third of the students study geography, but all have citizenship lessons. The geographers are in two teaching sets, taught at different times by different teachers. It is anticipated that both geography sets will tackle the work in parallel, only combining their research at the end of the process.

ORGANIZATION

The first teaching of this scheme took place in the spring terms of 2005.

Citizenship is allocated one single period (35-40 minutes) per 6 day cycle.

Geography is allocated five periods (2 double, one single) per 6 day cycle.

It is proposed to embark on the citizenship contribution in late-January and the geography contribution in late February, ending on about 10th March.

We expect that there will be about four citizenship lessons and five or six geography lessons given to this project, finishing with a plenary Working Seminar of perhaps 2½ hours.

Citizenship lessons

Students should already be conversant with notions including:

The role of a person as an individual and in society;

Good/bad citizens, rights/responsibilities within the environment;

What do they get out of/put in to their environment?;

What groups play a significant part in the environment – eg family, different cultural groups?;

What is deprivation?

What network of relationships do we currently have / expect to have in 5, 10 … years’ time?

These ideas will be developed with reference to six contrasting local government / census wards in Blackburn-with-Darwen:

· Bastwell

· Corporation Park

· Livesey-with-Pleasington

· Higher Croft

· Beardwood-with-Lammack
· Mill Hill

Resources will include:

Census data 2001 for wards www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001
Census data 2001 CD-ROM Scamp for small area data

Crime, Disorder and Traffic Audit 2001 (Blackburn-with-Darwen)

These social data will be introduced to students with reference to the six wards, to be developed by the students who study geography.

Geography lessons

Students will find out which ward they live in (mostly outside Blackburn-with-Darwen). They will download the census summary for their own ward to provide a benchmark for their study of B-w-D wards – already begun in citizenship. 

Revision of work on Blackburn’s morphology (studied before we had detailed knowledge of the present project) including identification of localities within B-w-D on the OS 1:25,000 Explorer 287 (West Pennine Moors) map and interpretation of street patterns, building density etc as far as the scale permits. High quality aerial images of the town would be very useful here.

Students will form small groups. Each group will select one of the wards to study in depth.

One group could be asked to seek enough comparative information on South Cambridgeshire to acknowledge the wider context of this project, using www.upmystreet.com historic house price comparisons 1995-2005 and recent video-footage in Geography Department archive.

The study of house prices in the ward will be the principal route to understanding the social / economic / environmental variations in the urban area and encouraging the students to consider how far the existing housing stock meets people’s needs in different life stages. The basic question, ‘Why do houses differ in price?’ will encourage them to use a wide variety of resources, explore the different factors at work in different areas of the town, and consider what improvements are needed.  

A brainstorming session should elicit such factors as:

Age; style and layout (flat / detached etc); number of rooms; condition of property; garden space; garage; quality of immediate environment; access to public open space; access to amenities such as schools, shops, public transport, places of worship; Conservation Area; flood risk; crime rate; past, present and future regeneration of the neighbourhood.

Students will put together a small dossier on their area and delegate members of the group each to write a short report (200-400 words) on an aspect of the area’s housing / house prices.

There are three examples of the pupils work to download.

Pupil 1

Pupil 2
Pupil 3

Conclusion: a Working Seminar to produce an Exhibition of results.

We made arrangements for all Year 10 students to all of the morning one day in early March ‘off timetable’ to come together in a plenary session. We used the Library Annexe (a large ‘function’ room) and the adjacent Library and Computer Suites. Tasked were allocated to students to create an exhibition of the findings of the project. 

For non-Geographers - tasks which will remind them of the overlap between citizenship and geography! – can include:

· Historical background to the town (and wards) – possibly including historical maps.

· Creating some graphs of social / crime statistics using Microsoft Excel – to place on base map of Blackburn.

· Presenting diagrams of social networks at different life-stages.

For Geographers:

Study the other groups’ dossiers  and from these identify any strengths and limitations of B-w-D’s housing provision. 

