Ivy Bank - Evaluation

The project has helped me to reflect on how I could use topical local and national issues into my teaching more. 

I particularly enjoyed being able to share ideas and experiences with other teaching colleagues within the local area, which under normal circumstances is very difficult.

It was very useful being given access to resources and ideas from other professionals (planners and architects) that have helped during the delivery of this topic and others in the future. 

The students had a real interest in what was being discussed and the options for regeneration provided by Burnley Borough Council.

Our work helps students to consider housing market issues by them being allowed the opportunity to discuss and think about issues relevant to their local communities. It was also challenging for them to relate their own area to others within Lancashire and beyond. 

On reflection I have been able to look at the bigger picture and try to think of other different ways to present contemporary Geographical issues. This has involved looking back at past ways of delivering content and concentrating far more upon process. Often when one is teaching with a full timetable and the daily constant routines you often do not have the time to reflect. Having the time for critical reflection enabled me to consider the real core value of teaching Geography. This is sometimes glossed over when you are in the mad dash of the school year.

I also want to tell you about…

· The good response the students had in the main to the fieldwork- again staff sometimes forget the buzz students get from this

· The way students were able to handle difficult options in a surprising way

· The extra work which some students felt they could produce from being enthused with the project.

· The comments I received from the other adults regarding the positive responses students made about the work.

My work helps to consider housing market issues by…

· Giving a real face to the words “Elevate” the “Council”

· To see that the area is not an isolated area in terms of problems, but there are also solutions to the issues facing an area.

· To see housing from another perspective a) in the field b) to relate that to\other area from the Internet.

· The housing market is not “somewhere else” but a real live issue which students and future members of the housing market need to have some grasp upon if they are not to be disadvantaged.

· Many students do not seem to think their voices will be heard- most were amazed when they were told the projects were going to happen and councillors would take on board some of their views.
