Chesterton Community College

Where Will I live –Lesson Plans



Session 1: Where would you like to live? 

Intro: Quick fire Questions – Where Would you like to live? Why is that your choice? 

Collect about ten responses and justifications.

Hand out A5 plain paper. "You have 5 minutes to draw a picture of the place you would like to live". 

Teacher joins in. Gather onto a table or quickly tape onto A2 paper and display – 

what do they notice about the drawings? (expecting most to be traditional detached “cottage” houses).

This leads into work on what governs our choice. Obviously the amount of money we can afford 

will be a large part of this. The class will now look at other factors.

Resource: Internet, or a nationwide estate agent’s listings of houses for sale. Students, 

working in groups, will look for broadly similar houses in different parts of Britain and try to map 

different prices. A group may find enough data to produce an isoline map to show zoning of house 

prices. This may be compared with a professionally produced map showing the same type of 

information.

Plenary: “Who designs our houses?” This will use two photographs of houses in the same area, 

with similar accommodation but which have very different styles. One may be very traditional 

and the other extremely modernist. Ask for students’ responses to these and start to 

involve the role of the architect in the house we may choose for ourselves.

Session 2: Town or Country?

Intro: Pushing back the boundaries. A slideshow of images of dwellings where the architect has 

moved a long way from the traditional concept of what a house should look like.

Main Activities: Counter-urbanisation – why are so many of use leaving the city for the urban 

fringe or village? Show of hands – if you could choose, would you live in… 

a. Big City,     b. Small Town   or c. Village?  Choose some to justify their choices.

Then… adding depth to this. Working in groups, list some of the advantages and disadvantages 

of living in both town and city. Produce A3 or larger posters to show findings. Groups present 

their conclusions.

Plenary: Splendid isolation – video clip or transcript of comments from a family who choose

to live (have moved to) a very isolated house. Why did they move? Comments?

Session 3: We Need More Houses!

Intro: make a sketch graph to show the number of houses today, the number ten years and 

and a projection for ten years in the future.

Main task: Cambridgeshire (and East Anglia) is a very fast growing region of Britain. 

Working in pairs – why do you think this is?

Use data projector or information sheet to present two or three proposals for adding housing 

in and around Cambridge. (Cambourne extension, Marshall’s Airport & Histon Road). Working 

in pairs, make a list of advantages and disadvantages of each plan. Which plan do they support?

Plenary: Quality control in New Houses. Give examples of British standards for building.

Session 4: Where Will I Live?

Intro: Can a house be "environmentally friendly"? Short group discussion followed by collection of 

ideas -  

In what ways should we set high standards when we design houses? - e.g. energy efficient, 

conserving water. Give details about  Jonathan Ellis-Miller's studio or Mary Banham:

"With heating bills calculated at less than [pounds] 50 per annum, and an eight-year capacity 

to the domestic oil tank, this is surely a responsible house." 
Main Tasks: Three presentations are given using Internet and data projector . Each shows a 

possible relocation from the student’s current house:

1. Sell house, sell car move to Accordia, using local services, public transport and benefiting 

from high quality build and eco-friendly design, as well as a strong sense of community

2. Move to new build on edge of Ely to a recently completed traditional housing development with 

some sense of community but reliance on Cambridge to supply many needs, including 

employment and much entertainment.

3. Move to very isolated Fenland location – my original thought was to modernise existing former 

agricultural building but I chose an award winning fenland home designed by Mole. Totally reliant on car.

Divide class into six groups, who devise a presentation on the advantages of each move 

(two groups work on each proposal). The presentation is regarded as a critical piece of work 

and could be a PowerPoint  presentation, a work on paper of a spoken presentation; each 

group will be  assessed next lesson

Plenary: A review of how things stand at the moment. 

Session 5: Presentation Continues

Intro: Sustainability – revise the meaning of this word – why is it such an important concept 

for this century?

Main tasks: Continue to work on presentations, which, eventually, are given to the rest of the 

group. Questions are encouraged after each one, as are responses from the groups. The 

leader compliments the groups and emphasises a strength of each proposal.

Pupil evaluation of the work, via a (short) questionnaire.

Plenary: What have we learned? Where could we take this further?

Fieldwork Session
This takes the form of a part day excursion into the local built environment. Digital images are 

taken and notes made directly to laptop. Themes to be explored: history of housing in the area,

adaptation of older housing, design of new housing, evidence of ecofriendly design or adaptation 

(solar panels etc.). 

Fieldwork follow-up sessions.

One session to work on presentations and a final session to present and share this work.
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