STORIES FROM THE KENT AND SUSSEX COURIER

	FLOOD WORK IS DELAYED BY STORE CLAIM 


	
15:00 - 10 March 2006 

	Long-awaited work on flood defences in Uckfield has been delayed and potentially put aside forever, after Somerfield announced it would be seeking compensation for loss of business. 

A low wall, which the Environment Agency said would have prevented seven out of the nine serious floods of the last 50 years, was due to be built in January around the perimeter of the car park that the superstore leases.

But the work was postponed after Somerfield said it wanted substantial payback for the effect of the upheaval to its trade - a sum which the agency said was possibly higher than the £600,000 cost of the work.

Flood risk manager Andrew Gilham said work could not begin until an amicable agreement could be reached.

Somerfield spokesman Peter Williams said: "We are legally entitled to compensation which we intend to claim."


	FLOOD BATTLE HEADING FOR COMPROMISE 

	BY KATYA MIRA

15:00 - 23 June 2006 

	The Environment Agency has said it is now offering to compromise with Somerfield in the ongoing battle over a planned flood defence earmarked to go around its car park. 

Spokesman Andy Gilham said it was now considering looking at options such as a flood gate, instead of the low wall originally planned after the superstore giant demanded compensation which could end up being higher then the £600,000 cost of the wall.

In April, the Kent and Sussex Courier revealed that Somerfield was asking for a temporary wall or flood gates to replace plans for the flood wall in Uckfield, because there was no way of predicting how much compensation it would be due.

Spokeswoman Julie Daniels said that rather than the cash payback, the supermarket wanted an alternative structure to be built in place of the flood wall so that it would have less impact on its trade.

But although EA representative Mr Gilham said at the time temporary barriers were not practical, he now reveals that they are being looked into, in an attempt to resolve the ongoing disagreement.

He said: "There are operational risks but we are trying to come up with a compromise. Our preference would be not have anything like that but we are keen to press on and come to some arrangement now." Meanwhile Cllr Len Ashby, the town council's representative on the Uckfield Valley Flood Forum, has said he agreed with Somerfield that the wall should not go around its shop and that he wants to push forward an alternative solution.

He said: "I say good on them. I can see all the trouble it is going to cause people with prams and wheelchairs and even shopping trolleys - it would be a nightmare.

"They could just as easily build what we want on the nature reserve and leave Somerfields alone."

Cllr Ashby explained said that after the devastating floods in 2000 he had investigated the flood situation in the town.

He said only a limited amount of water could get through the bridge by the mill, and when there was heavy rainfall it tended to go up the embankment instead.

He said that further up at Hempstead meadow there was another bridge which could take more water, and that if a canal was built there it would divert the flow and prevent a lot of floods.  He said: "It is so obvious to me that this would work far better than a low wall.  "I have suggested it to the agency and they couldn't tell me why not."


