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ENVIRONMENT AGENCY PUTS UCKFIELD FLOOD PLANS ON DISPLAY

The Environment Agency is inviting the residents of Uckfield to come and hear the results of its investigations into how the town can be protected from flooding in the future. 

In October 2000, Uckfield experienced devastating floods. Since then the Environment Agency has been looking into ways of reducing the risks of flooding in the future.


The Environment Agency is now giving residents the chance to come and see the results of this work for themselves. Members of the public can visit the Uckfield Civic Centre on 13 October 2005 from 10am until 8pm.
Environment Agency representatives will be on hand all day to answer questions and offer advice.


The Environment Agency has looked at all the possible options to reduce Uckfield's risks of flooding. Work will start in the new year to build a wall around the Somerfield supermarket car park. This will protect a part of the town from frequent flooding and will reduce the flood risk for around 30 properties. 


Andrew Gilham, Environment Agency Flood Risk Manager in Sussex, said:
"We are pleased to be in a position to tell the residents of Uckfield what our plans are for the town. I hope that people will take the opportunity to visit Uckfield Civic Centre to see our proposals in more detail and find out how and why we have made these decisions. 
"We want to reassure people that we are doing as much as we can to help protect Uckfield. But whilst we can reduce the effects of flooding through defences, awareness and education, we can't prevent them altogether so it's important that people prepare in advance to try to reduce the devastating effects of flooding."


The Environment Agency will continue to maintain the river, removing debris and rubbish from the River Uck if considered a flood risk and working with the Local Authority and businesses to ensure that shopping trolleys are not thrown into the river. The Environment Agency will also continue to provide an efficient and effective flood warning service.


The Environment Agency urges householders and businesses in flood risk areas to be prepared. Visit www.environment-agency.gov.uk/floodline or call Floodline on 0845 988 1188 to find out if you are at risk of flooding and get advice on how to prepare in advance to minimise the damage.
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More Uckfield News 

Model re-enacts flood

THE effects on Uckfield of the disastrous floods in October 2000 were recreated last week when a massive scale model of the town was flooded.


Onlookers saw exactly what they remembered of the floods and then watched as the water receded and the effects of lesser floods were shown. The Uck, the flood plain and town shops were represented and visitors were invited to get into the model and look at flooding from different angles.


'It was fascinating and extremely impressive,' said Wealden councillor Claire Dowling who went to Wallingford with a mixed party of town, district and county councillors, officers, engineers and flooding experts.


'It was good to see at long last that something is happening about the town's flooding,' said Cllr Dowling who added she now understood why it had taken so long to produce this 30 metre by 20 metre model built to an exact scale.
The model was commissioned by the Environment Agency and estimates of the costs were publicised last year as being in the region of £770,000. 


From her position looking at the model on the railway side of the town Cllr Dowling was able to see the Caffyns area, the pub, then up to Olives Meadow, up the High Street and out to Bellbrook.  She could look past the mill and the old people's home where the flood began, through Bellbrook and past Tesco.


Various experiments were carried out while the group was there to see what would happen if say, the town bridge was removed or a new culvert was built and the results of these experiments are awaited.


'Obviously eventually the options will be presented and costed out and what happens will depend on the amount of funding available,' said Cllr Dowling.


Another visitor to the project, town and district councillor Tony Parker, said: 'What we need from this model is to work out all the different scenarios which could result from small changes being made to protect the town from the lesser floods. Floods like that in 2000 totally overwhelmed the town and the only thing that could make a difference in that case would be flood bunds upstream of Uckfield and upstream of Buxted.'

26 September 2003

Blighted by flood

INSURANCE and planning restrictions are blighting the use of an old mill in Uckfield which has been unoccupied since the October floods of 2000. 

INSURANCE and planning restrictions are blighting the use of an old mill in Uckfield which has been unoccupied since the October floods of 2000.
Marten Properties have been unable to find new commercial tenants for the Grade II listed building in Mill Lane because insurers will not back them and a planning application to change the use from office to residential has been thrown out.

Mr Robin Marten said: 'Everyone is frightened of taking on such properties with the risk of flooding but agencies don't seem to be doing anything to prevent the flooding. Insurance companies will not give cover for any incoming tenants so we have got an empty listed building that we don't know what to do with.'

Blocked
Mr Marten thinks he would be successful in finding a residential use for the mill but the Environment Agency has so far blocked that idea arguing that conversion would increase the likelihood of occupiers being stranded in the building.


'In the event of a night time flood, evacuation procedures are made more difficult by the fact that the occupiers may be sleeping and/or caught unaware,' said the agency in a letter commenting on the plan.


Mr Marten said his biggest fear now was the damage that could be caused by vandals if the building remained empty. 'We've been getting a lot of vandalism, ten windows have been broken in the last 12 months, we only need somebody to get in there and the whole thing could go up in flames.'

A1 condition
Mr Marten said the mill was back in 'A1 condition'. 'This building has been up for between 300 and 400 years and has probably been flooded several times but no-one has ever lost a life. In the 20 years we have owned the mill it has never been flooded as badly as last time - that was a one off.'


Mr Marten said Wealden Council had been very supportive of his efforts to find a use for the building but the Environment Agency had blocked the plans. 'The environment people have got to be more relaxed and take each case as it comes,' he said. 


He added that talks were continuing with planners and the Environment Agency in the hope of finding a way around the difficulties but for the moment use of the building was blighted.

09 May 2002
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