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‘Closing the Loop’ in geographical fieldwork – source GA Secondary Geography Handbook 2006
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Strategies for integration and meaning of fieldwork nto the whole geography year

1. Provide lists of
project titles
orgarised by
theme and
difficutty

2. Produce a virtual
field-trip, .
series of
annotated images
in PowerPoint and
relevant maps

3. Look at various
maps and at
diferent scales to
get 2 reasonable
sense of place

4. Have a sampling
workshop, where
the main
strategies are
discussed and
justified

5. Produce
‘techniques grids’
that show the
range of options
available for each
location/enviro-
nmert

6. Establish a
behavioural
contact. Use
laminated
photographs
of the
environment and
identify likely
risks and hazards

/“Drip feed
approach _
throughout
year )

\

Pre-field
| course
support

‘Concentrated’
approach -
fow weeks

 prior to visit

/

/ Material to
support
learning within

. the course

N\
Fieldwork |
activity

Post-field
| course
support

 Preparation for
skils
examination
and applied

| practical paper;

 Written
project/piece of
individual or
| group research
\

Tailored project ‘templates’ for students to follow
Examples of previous years studerts work in a
‘past project boX

Annotated displays showing examples of good
and poor practice in tems of writing up and
displaying information

Teacher-led staistics workshop (can be used in
conjunction with commercially available statistics
packages)

Selected back catalogue of Gaoactsheets (or
similar) avalable on the school intranet for
individual students to download

Range of digital photgraphs from the field visit
copied onto CD-Roms for student use (can be
taken home)

Boy of relevant articls, including copies of, e.q.
Geagraphy Reviow, Teaching Geography, and
lisings of applicable websites

Electronic versions of data sets that are useful for
a range of projects, .. Census data for selected
wards

School-based Ask an Expert’ 5o that students can
e-mail particular enquiries to a nominated teacher,
or have them put up on a fiedwork bulletin-board
Use lesson time to prepare for the skill
examination through past papers and mock-ups
“Fun feldwork ~ departmental ‘online’ quizzes
that test knowledge of sampling, sites,
equipment, etc.

Develop an issues-analysis activity around a
particlar feld course or location (can also be
linked to a successful ole-play)

Practice writing-up 4-10 mark sample answers as
case studies (using own fild notes)

Produce individual diaries (can be linked with
poetry/literacy) of the felduork activity
Write-up materils for use as evidence towards
key skills portfoio





Importance of delivering progression in fieldwork – example Flatford Mill Field Centre FSC
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Conduct virtual fieldwork prior
to visit, e.g. support with
photographs of location, basic
sketch map, fact cards about
green energy sources

Provide 1:10,000 0S map of study
areas. ICT investigations by students
on the nature and purpose of the feld
centre at Flatford. Newspaper articles
about green energy

Range of map scales and languse

maps to contextualise area.
Recent reports/articles which show
the government's attitude towards
green issues

to a limited number of people.
Assessment of the pros and
cons of hydro-electric power
(HEP). Field sketch based

on pre-drawn template.
Recording with photographs

Content | Basic terminology, e.g Idea of site and situation (using Role of Rio 1992 and local to global
renewable and recycling. data to support ideas). More detailed | links (e.g. LA21). Rights and
Location of Flatford (set examination of the processes involved | responsibilites of individuals,
scene). Discuss processes with environmetal impact and waste. | importance of communities. Suggest
involved in basic assessment | Table to outline advantages and mechanisms for carying out an
of environmental impact disadvantages of these eneray and waste audit
Key B What is a green energy 1 What is sustainability? B An assessment of the methods to
questions source? = What is an ecological footprint? quantify energy use
1 Why do we want green B How do we begin to assess an  Government policy towards waste
eneray sources? ecological footprint? disposal and energy production
and use
B How can energy use and waste
disposal be better managed?
Activities | Basic energy-use questionnaire | Eneray audit of the centre (individual | Selection of suitable site for HEP

1ooms) to calculate energy usage.
Recce of site to identify possible
locations for alternative energy
systems, e.q. hydro-electric power
(HEP), wind farm.

Use of photographs to support ideas

(following evaluation of other
options). Galculation of discharge
and energy potential; or examination
of the sites potential for wind energy
- site selection, etc.

also ICT, number and writing

Skills and | Processing of questionnaire | Coloured base maps showing enery | Mapping, analysis of past
follow-up | data - simple graphs to use hot-spots. Annotated photographs | questionnaire data. Use river flow
represent views. Use of showing reasons for choices. data to calculate output per year.
photographs to produce group | Design a noticeboard display about | Develop a management plan to reduce
presentations (ICT/Powerfoint) | sustainability to inform visitors. the ecological footprint of Flatford
about the green possibilties | Produce a simple plan (in groups) | Mill strategies for informing visitors
at Flatford Mill 50 that energy can be minimised about green issues (leaflets).
from hot-spots and waste managed | Potential for the development of
an isies analysis exercise
Links Gitizenship, role of community, sustainability, globalisation (local versus global), ecological stewardship;
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Fieldwork strategies (Adapted from Job 1996)
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