Figure 8

	ITEM
	WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU
	SECTION OF THE GEOGRAPHY KS3 POS IN WHICH IT IS FOUND

	Aims and purposes of geography at KS3

(What should we be aiming to achieve through geography at KS3?)
	Geography at KS3 should:

· Stimulate interest, enjoyment and a sense of wonder about the world’s places and environments

· Help students build on their own experiences and make sense of the dynamically changing world around them as they make progress in geography

· Introduce and help explain places and landscapes, economies and societies, people/environment interactions

· Incorporate an active enquiring approach to investigation such that students become confident learning inside and outside the classroom

· Enable students to develop competence in a range of intellectual, practical and social skills

· Include fieldwork as an essential element of geographical study that also makes a major contribution to helping students live safe, healthy lives

· Involve students in using maps, images and new technologies as essential and creative tools for geographical study

· Encourage students to develop confidence in their own abilities and pride in their contribution to society

· Inspire students to become global citizens, with all the responsibility and commitment to people and the planet that this implies

Add any of own aims or objectives specific to the school
	Curriculum Aims

Importance of Geography Statement

	Key concepts

(What big ideas must be addressed through the selection of geographical content and planning of work?) 
	Through studying the places, topics and issues in their geography course, students should move towards developing understanding of the following concepts fundamental to geography:

· Place

· Space

· Scale

· Environmental Interaction and Sustainable Development 

· Process (physical and human)

· Interdependence

· Cultural Understanding and Diversity
	Key Concepts

	Key processes

(What important skills and approaches in geography must be addressed when selecting content and planning experiences?)
	Through studying places, topics and issues in geography students should develop competence in:

· Undertaking geographical enquiry activities, both individual activities (like asking questions, analysing evidence and applying critical thinking) and full sequences of planning and developing enquiry work themselves

· Using a range of skills that are fundamental to geography, including using and constructing maps, plans and graphs, selecting and using fieldwork approaches and techniques

Communicating geographical knowledge, understanding and attitudes/values in both speech and writing (implied) using a full range of intellectual, social and study skills
	Key Processes

	Minimum content

(What must 11-14 year olds study at KS3? The initial required content to which your own selection can be added)
	At KS3 students must be taught through a combination of studies in overview and studies in depth. In order to give students a secure framework of people, place and environment, the choice of content should ensure that all students can understand the changing character and significance of their own community and of the UK in the wider world. They should also be aware of the major global, environmental, cultural and economic issues affecting the world’s people, and of the broad location and significance of places and events in the news. (This statement is my interpretation, based on the explanatory notes and importance of geography statement)

Within these broad parameters, KS3 geography should include, for all students:

· Key aspects of the UK, its changing human and physical geography, current issues and place in the world today

· Physical geography, physical processes and natural landscapes

· Human geography, built and managed environments and human processes

· Interactions between people and their environments, including causes and consequences, and how to plan for and manage future impacts

· Fieldwork investigations in different locations outside the classroom, individually and as part of a team

· The location of places and environments (locational knowledge)
	Range and Content

	Criteria for curriculum planning

(What are the criteria that should guide you when planning the curriculum and selecting further content?)
	When selecting content and planning your curriculum you must ensure that the material chosen includes:

· A variety of scales

· Investigations focused on places, themes and issues

· Reference to different parts of the world in their wider settings and contexts, including the EU and countries or regions in different states of development

· Real and relevant contemporary contexts

· Issues of relevance to the UK and globally

Add any of your own criteria
	Range and Content

Curriculum Opportunities

	Kinds of experience

(What other opportunities and experiences must be addressed when planning the work?)
	KS3 courses and schemes of work must provide opportunities for students to:

· Build on their personal experiences of geography

· Use a range of approaches to enquiry

· Use varied resources, including maps, visual media and geographical information systems

· Undertake fieldwork investigations in different locations outside the classroom, individually and as part of a team

· Participate in informed responsible action in relation to geographical issues that affect them and those around them

· Make links between geography and other subjects, including citizenship and ICT, and areas of the curriculum including sustainability and the global dimension

Add any of your own criteria
	Curriculum Opportunities

	Level descriptions

(What learning outcomes are expected? In what ways will students demonstrate their attainment in geographical knowledge, understanding and skills?)
	Eight level descriptions (levels 1-E) outline the knowledge, understanding and skills that students will be expected to demonstrate as they make progress through geography from KS1 to KS3 and beyond. Each level description describes the type and range of performance that students will normally exhibit and it should be used in a best-fit way in relation to many different items and aspects of students’ work. At KS3 most students will be expected to demonstrate attainment somewhere between levels 3 and 7 (with the average performance being levels 5/6)
	Level Descriptions


