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Dear Headteacher

Secondary Geography Quality Mark

I am delighted that your school has expressed an interest in applying for the Secondary Geography Quality Mark (SGQM).  This exciting initiative forms part of an important strategy for developing and celebrating high quality geographical education. 
As you may know the GA has been working to promote innovative and vital geography in schools. The SGQM is the lead award for recognising geography teachers who successfully use geography to motivate and interest their pupils and for distinguishing geography as a coherent and creative subject. This award aims to inspire and support teachers and has rapidly become recognised as the national standard for the teaching of geography in schools.  
Teachers found that participation supported them to:
· Identify and celebrate a meaningful and quality geography curriculum

· Provide a framework for subject leaders to analyse the curriculum and engage in curriculum making

· Provide a framework and a tool to help geography teachers clarify their own CPD needs

· Improve for all pupils the quality of their educational experience through geography

The schools who have participated in the award are unanimous in their praise of a process which helped them develop and celebrate the subject, whether delivered discretely or within a cross-curricular approach:

The whole process of the SGQM has made us assess where we are as a department today and where we wish to be in the next 3 years and how we are going to get there. The reflective nature of the process has been very beneficial and has highlighted certain avenues for use to follow, thus confirming our department motto ‘being better never stops’. Janet Neil, Redland High School, Bristol
It is the professional development tool which supports what we call ‘Living Geography’. At the same time, working through the SGQM framework helps curriculum leaders to prepare collaboratively for Ofsted as the framework is directly trackable to the Ofsted subject specific guidance for ‘Good’.
There is more key information about the project available on our website including costs and examples of the framework your subject leader will work with: 
http://www.geography.org.uk/secondary/secondaryqualitymark/
Your subject leader can access all the relevant documents for the award including registration documents by using this web address. Participation in the SGQM provides both personal and professional recognition for geography teachers and their schools and we at the GA look forward to working with you in the coming months.
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Yours sincerely  
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