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Principles and purpose

The Secondary Geography Quality Mark is an important tool in contributing to these objectives listed below:

· Identify and celebrate a good quality geography curriculum

· Provide a framework for subject leaders to analyse the curriculum and engage in curriculum making

· Provide a framework and a tool to help geography teachers clarify their own CPD needs

· Improve for all pupils the quality of the educational experience through geography

· Promote and support the development of a better curriculum for geography

· Raise and recognise the professionalism of geography teaching, 

· Enthuse young people with the relevance of geography to everyday life, employment and citizenship

· Raise the profile of geography in the education sector, and in particular its central contribution to address several national policy concerns such as sustainable development, global dimensions, cultural and social inclusion, using and understanding technology, and in imparting a wide range of transferrable skills sought after by employers

Why aspire to achieve such an award?

The SGQM promotes a culture of subject leadership and curriculum in geography education enabling us to set challenges around provide an excellent education for all learners, through a curriculum that is responsive to the changing demands of life and work in the 21st century. It is a framework and CPD tool to recognise quality geography education and the sharing of aspirations for the further enrichment of the subject

How does the SGQM support development in the school?

It is a tool to formally recognise schools, departments and subject leaders who are using geography well to motivate and interest children. It will also be used by departments who want or need to support further development of geography as a curriculum resource helping them to develop a clear sense of goals and purpose and providing them with a great opportunity to capture more clearly what geography offers learners of all ages.

How will it relate to the SEF?

The SGQM indicators are referenced to the relevant headings of the SEF and to the Ofsted subject specific guidance for ‘Good’. The SGQM self-evaluative process will support schools in preparing for Ofsted.
How many indicators are there? 

There are nine, which are interpreted for the award and recognise Quality Geography plus a further set of criteria leading to ‘Centre of Excellence’ status highlighting those schools that spread their good practice to a wider audience. 
What will we have to do?  How much time will the subject leader need to spend?

The subject leader and the curriculum team will need to read the indicators for the award which make up the framework of the Statement Table. It is advisable to also look at the examples provided on our website from previous schools that have completed the Statement Table for their own application.  
· The ‘Assessment Checklist’ document or the ‘Statement Table’ can be used to carry out a Self -Evaluation in order to identify areas for development. 

· An Action Plan can be established.

· Over time, the subject leader and curriculum team work to develop the identified areas. Time given to the award is wholly down to the discretion of the subject leader.   
· Towards the end of the period the subject leader will complete the evidence documentation – around 100 words per indicator illustrating how the school has achieved each indicator, and a short description (no more than 500 words) of the successes and challenges of development in the subject over the last year or so.

· This evidence documentation is the application for the award and should be sent to the GA for moderation.

What is the time frame for completing the award?

You can start as soon as your subject leader has registered for the award and received the indicators and accessed the SGQM VLE (our sub site where full guidance and documents are available). An example time frame would be to register before the end of September, submit by the end of June the following year (2 terms later), moderation would take place in June-Aug and schools would receive notification of their award by September. 
What support will we be given during the award?

Telephone and e-mail contact with an assigned GA SGQM Coordinator will be available to the school.

Will my school be visited?

The SGQM is a paper or electronic application/evidence based award. However, some schools who display outstanding features may be requested a visit from the SGQM Coordinator at a mutually agreed time.  
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