Every Child Matters – a geographical perspective

By Rob Lodge

A new OFSTED Inspection Framework (Section 5) came into effect in September 2005. It is a process of two days of Inspection rather than up to five days, as in the past.  It will focus on Whole School aspects rather than Subject focussed ones. One of the significant elements will be the five Every Child Matters (ECM) outcomes. These are:

· How well do learners enjoy their education?

· How well do learners adopt safe practices?

· How well do learners adopt healthy lifestyles?

· How well do learners make a positive contribution to the community?

· How well do learners develop skills that will contribute to their future economic well-being?

Each of the outcomes has criteria that the Inspectors will be evaluating and brief extracts of the grade descriptions for 1 (Outstanding) are stated below. The other three categories are 2 (Good), 3 (Satisfactory) and 4 (Inadequate). In bold underneath, are some suggestions of how Geography might contribute to the outcomes. Some of the outcomes are more appropriate for geography than others. This is raising awareness of the potential for the subject.

Enjoy

“Nearly all learners have first-rate attitudes, exemplary behaviour and high levels of attendance. They co-operate extremely well with staff and others, readily demonstrate initiative and do not feel intimidated.” 

Geography students actively participate in a range of engaging approaches to learning (decision-making exercises, role plays and debates).

Safe practices

“Learners have a very well-developed capability for assessing the range of risks they might face and responding very sensibly to them.”

Geography Students develop their skills outside the classroom either within the School grounds and/or on fieldwork investigations under supervision.

Healthy lifestyles

“Learners have and display an outstanding understanding of how to live a healthy lifestyle. They learn very effectively how to recognise personal stress and to how to manage it.”

Students have an understanding of their health, diet and exercise lifestyle and make a comparison with a LEDC in a Development Scheme of Work.

Community

“They express their views with much confidence, while listening very well to the opinions of others, and through this make an important contribution to decisions about how the school runs. They are confident in managing changes in their lives and are developing very well the knowledge and understanding that will enable them to become informed citizens.”

The first two examples would also be appropriate for this section.
Economic well-being

“Learners make impressive progress in literacy, numeracy and ICT and in other qualities required for work. They demonstrate by their active involvement in lessons and other activities a strongly developing but not overwhelming self-confidence that empowers them to take the initiative and also to work constructively with others.”

Geography students, through an Economic Activity module, could research the balance of renewable and non-renewable resources and discuss the outcomes.

There will be further guidance in the future on the above but this is a starting point to make geographers aware of the ECM outcomes in respect of the new OFSTED Inspection Framework. The School has to produce a School Evaluation Form (SEF) and it is recommended that is 20 sides. The SEF is about measuring impact within the School. “We did X and it led to Y….” The ECM outcomes have a significant part to play in this process. There are over 15 subjects taught at KS3 and more at KS4 and 5. Therefore subject specific examples will obviously be focussed.
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