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Geography Year 3: Street Furniture Survey

Introduction

This activity can be used as a stand-alone field trip in the local area, used to practice map skills, or it can be linked to a topic set in the local area. It involves a careful survey of street furniture in the local area, and then linking the data to a map. The work is split into three parts.

This activity provides a good opportunity for making use of the large scale maps for which your local authority has licences. Check with your geography advisor to see what you are entitled to use.

What will the children learn?

That maps represent the real environment

That pictures can be laid over maps and arranged to represent findings of fieldwork.

That street furniture pays an important part in people’s lives and should be respected. 

What prior experience will the children need?

They will need to be able to access images from a shared location.

They need some experience of using a program that allows images to be arranged freely on a page.

Equipment

· Digital map (ie. Scanned not necessarily GIS) of the area to be surveyed

· Digital camera and means of making the photographs available to the children

· Interactive Whiteboard or similar to share the map, and to annotate it

· Internet link and URLs.

The Lesson

Before the lesson

Before the lesson prepare the children for the activity by looking at websites to gain an idea of what street furniture is. The links below could be viewed as a group, with children navigating the websites. The children could either take notes themselves or one child could act as a scribe for all, compiling a list of what to look out for. This list can then be used on the day of the survey as a prompt as to the sort of things which need to be recorded. You may wish to add symbols or letters to each item so that they can be easily marked on the map during the survey.

Prepare a map of the area to be surveyed. Remember to make use of large-scale maps, which can be provided under licence from local authorities. Look at he map together to prepare the route to be covered. Give each child a map to mark the route on. This map will be used for recording the survey findings. Discuss the best route to be used. Make sure it will be practical in the time given. It is better to do a shorter route well than rush the fieldwork and achieve little. Talk about the map and make sure that the children know what it represents. Remind them of plan view, the idea of looking down from a high point and seeing only the tops of things. These outlines represent buildings. These two lines are the edges of the road. You may wish them to colour in roads and footpaths to help with understanding. Do this with them on a large map on an Interactive Whiteboard if possible. Mark on the chosen route. Keep reminding them of key locations and how we know where they are.

· This is the Post Office; it is where the Main Road joins Church Lane.

· This is the village pond; it is outside a large building, that it the church hall.

· We know that this is a footpath; it has a large space on either side, which is the park. 

Explain that they will be using this map in their fieldwork. They will need to keep track of where they are on the route so that they can mark their findings in the right places.

Fieldwork

Be aware of safety issues and the need for supervision. Follow school procedures for leaving the school premises. The more helpers that are available, the more likely it is that the children will learn from using their maps in a real context.

Remind the children of the purpose of the walk. Check that they know what they are looking for. Do they know the symbols they will use for the different sorts of street furniture? Explain that they will need to follow the route on the map so that they always know where they are.

Set out along the route with maps mounted on clipboards and pencils for recording. Stop at key points; check that all children know where they are on the map. Ask them what they have recorded on their map. 

· How did you know to mark the lamppost there? What clues did you use?

· Have you remembered to look what the post box is next to before deciding where to put it on your map?

· Why are we not including things such as the ice-cream van?

As each new item of street furniture is observed get a children to take a digital photograph of it. If this is not possible perhaps a child could do a quick sketch of each item. Proceed along the whole route collecting data. If time allows you may wish to start the discussion about what the various items are used for. 

· Are they of use to everybody?

· What happens if they are damaged?


After the fieldwork

If possible, display the digital photographs to the whole group and discuss the use and value of each piece of street furniture. Make reference to any damage observed. (If the images need resizing you may wish to download them and prepare them before the lesson.)

· Who did this damage?

· How does it affect us all?

· Who has to pay for this?

Show the children how they will access these images. Explain that they are going to make a pictorial map of their findings. Give out the maps they annotated on the field trip. Share some of the findings. Show how they are going to load up the map into suitable software (something that allows the map to put on the page and the photographs put on top in the correct positions.) Set the children to work on their recording of the field trip (in pairs or whatever is convenient). Ask them to put pictures of the street furniture on the map in the correct positions. They may want to resize the pictures so that the map is not totally covered. The picture they use does not have to be the one from that location. For example if only one picture was taken of a streetlight, this one can be used for all the places that streetlights were observed.

At the end of the lesson ask the children to save their work. Discuss together what they think about the street furniture in the local area. 

· What is good, what is not satisfactory? 

· How could things be improved? 

· Who is responsible for maintenance?

· How could the local community help?

Why are we using ICT?

ICT enables the entire group to focus at the same time on the map. It makes explaining the map much more effective.

The use of ICT to combine map and images is very effective as a recording device. It makes the association with the real object and the map more concrete.

References

QCA Geography Unit 6: Investigating our local area

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo6/?view=get 

Or

QCA Geography Unit 21: How can we improve the area we can see from our window?

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo21/?view=get 

QCA ICT Unit 3A: Combining text and graphics

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/it/itx3a/?view=get 

QCA Citizenship Unit 09: Respect for property

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/ks1-2citizenship/cit09/?view=get 

5-14 National Guidelines for the Curriculum in Scotland: Environmental Studies – People and place - Using maps; The human environment, Level C/D

ICT, Using the technology; Level C/D

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/5to14/guidelines/index.asp
Where do we go next?

The children may like to follow up the work by making a display – a large version of the map and photographs along with comments on what they found out. They could invite a local council officer, a local councillor or the mayor to visit and look at their suggestions.

Letter writing could be a natural extension of this work if there are findings, which could be shared. If vandalism is very bad perhaps they might like to write to their local newspaper?

Differentiating the activity

As this is a group activity it should be possible to support those who find map reading difficult. On the field trip allocate helpers to the children who need more explanation of the task. 

The work can be made more or less difficult by demanding more precision in the placing of the symbols on the map. 

Reflecting on their work

What impact can the individual have on the local area, for good or bad?

Who is responsible for the local area, legally and morally?

Supporting links

CIS Street Furniture

http://www.cis-streetfurniture.co.uk/masterpages/home/home.html
Use the buttons to look at a variety of street furniture, different types and different designs

Marshalls

http://www.marshalls.co.uk/select/street_furniture/
A good selection of examples to promote discussion

Wilipedia – entry for Street Furniture

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_furniture
Broxap

http://www.broxap.com/menu.html
Some different examples to look out for.

Wrexham Council

http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/travel/highways/street_lighting.htm
An interesting list of the maintenance procedures for lighting.

© Becta, 2005


‘Direct2U’ Service


http://www.ictadvice.org.uk


Week 31: Strand Geography/MFL

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]