World Cup Squads

Some observations:

343 out of 736 players (46.6%) play in just 5 European leagues (see table below).

	Country
	No of players
	% of total
	No of countries 

(out of 32)

	England
	104
	14.1
	24

	Germany
	71
	10.4
	21

	Italy
	59
	8.0
	18

	France
	58
	7.9
	11

	Spain
	51
	6.9
	13


There is clear evidence of language and colonial links.  10 of the Australian squad play in England. 10 of the Togo squad play in France, while 10 of the Argentine squad play in Spain. Wealth is also a clear determinant of where the players play their club football; only 2 of the Brazilian squad play in South America, while only 5 of the Argentina squad play on their home continent.

Football as a global business?

In terms of the cosmopolitan nature of the leading clubs in European football. Arsenal has 16 players in the squads for 10 different countries, while Chelsea has 13 players with 9 different countries, Manchester United have 10 players from 7 countries and Liverpool have 8 players from four countries.
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