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1. Why have you made a new world map?

I wanted to make a FAIR world map. Many world maps show cold lands far too big, and tropical lands far too small. This still happens, 100 years after the Geographical Association recommended equal-area world maps. It’s not fair, and it’s not right, so I made the [W]Right World Map.

2. Why not use an existing equal-area map?

The Peters Map has VERY wrong shapes – especially in tropical areas. Other equal-area maps (Mollweide, Hammer, etc.) are good in the centre of the map, but have bad distortions at the edges. We need a map with equal-area AND shapes as good as possible. The only way to get size AND shapes satisfactory is to put cuts in the map – mainly in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. So that’s what I did: I ‘unpeeled’ the surface of the earth.

3. But surely cuts have been made before?

Yes: ‘Interrupted Mollweide’, ‘Interrupted Sanson-Flamsteed’ and ‘Goode’ maps do this. BUT there is serious distortion in Europe and eastern Asia, because Eurasia is so big.

4. What is new in your new world map?

There are two important innovations. I start with the hot lands: 30°N to 30°S. Few people realise that this is half the surface of the earth, includes roughly half the world’s countries and half the world’s people. And this vast area can be plotted with very little distortion, because the 30° line of latitude is only 12% (one-eighth) shorter than the Equator.

Secondly, I placed two extra cuts in Siberia, at 60° east (the Urals: Europe/Asia divide) and at 130° East. These cuts ‘balance’ the Indian Ocean cut. This allows Europe and eastern Asia to have almost correct shapes. The other northern temperate lands are shown well, because North America is much less wide than Eurasia. In the Southern Hemisphere, there is so little temperate land that there are no real problems.

5. But your problems with cold lands are insoluble?

No: the Arctic is mostly ocean, not land, so the problems are not huge. Very few people live there, so it’s the best place to put problems. And Greenland is the RIGHT size – so different from the huge Greenland on so many maps. We have had to cut Antarctica into several pieces – but it’s all there (unlike many world maps) and it’s the right size too.

6. So – is it the perfect map?

For perfection, use a globe, not a flat map. No flat map can be perfect. We’ve had to make compromises, but an expert cartographer (David Cox) has drawn the map with help of a computer. For more analysis and discussion of the map, please look at the website. Please note that the map is © Copyright 2007, but you are welcome to use it for non-profit educational activities, and it is available free for certain charities, on request. Please contact me via details on the website www.dandjwright.co.uk
David R Wright is author of ‘Maps with Latitude’ (Geographical Association) and co-author of ‘Philip’s Children’s Atlas’ (12th Edition mid-2007)

V.4   

Downloaded from www.geography.org.uk


