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My aim is to make a fair world map. Many world maps show cold lands far too big, and tropical lands far too small. It’s not fair, and it’s not right, so I made the [W]Right World Map. There are other equal-area world maps, (Mollweide, Hammer, etc.) which are good in the centre of the map, but have bad distortions at the edges. We need a map with equal-area and shapes as good as possible, and the only way is to put snips in the map – mainly in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. So I ‘unpeeled’ the surface of the earth. Some other maps (e.g. ‘Interrupted Mollweide’, ‘Interrupted Sanson-Flamsteed’; ‘Goode’) also use snips in the oceans, but have severe distortion in Europe and eastern Asia, because Eurasia is so big.

I started by ‘unpeeling’ the hot lands: 30°N to 30°S. This is half the surface of the earth, includes roughly half the world’s countries and half the world’s people. And this vast area can be plotted with very little distortion, because the 30° line of latitude is only 12% (one-eighth) shorter than the Equator: the snips in the oceans can ‘absorb’ most of the problem. 

Only after mapping this half of the globe well did I add the temperate lands. I placed two extra snips in Siberia, at 60° East (the Urals: Europe/Asia divide) and at 130° East. These snips ‘balance’ the Indian Ocean cut. This allows Europe and eastern Asia to have almost correct shapes. The other northern temperate lands are shown well, because North America is much less wide than Eurasia. In the Southern Hemisphere, there is so little temperate land that there are no real problems.

The problems are greatest when the cold lands are added. These areas have less than 1% of the world’s people, yet they are often shown at a greatly enlarged scale – how crazy! In fact, the Arctic is mostly ocean, not land, so the problems are not huge, and with our two extra cuts in Siberia the areas are mapped well.  And Greenland is the right size – so different from the huge Greenland on so many maps. We have had to cut Antarctica into several pieces – but it’s all there (unlike many world maps), it’s the right size, and relationships to the three inhabited southern continents are shown clearly.

Nevertheless, for perfection, use a globe, not a flat map. No flat map can be perfect. We’ve had to make compromises, but an expert cartographer, David Cox, has drawn the map with help of a computer. Please note that the map is © David R Wright 2007, but you are welcome to use it for non-profit educational activities, and it is available free for certain charities, on request. Please contact me via details on the website www.dandjwright.co.uk
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