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Geography Year 2: Looking at Pictures

Introduction

This activity is relevant to all year groups and all topics. Looking at pictures is a skill which is developed from a young age right through to adulthood. Looking at them from a geographical point of view means that the right sorts of questions need to be developed. 

This activity develops the skills in the context of An Island Home, but the skills are equally suited to Seasides and the local area, or any other contrasting locality. The questions to be asked in this example are relevant to the early stages of geographical development. 

What will the children learn?

That questions can be answered through looking closely at pictures

That pictures can be displayed digitally.

What prior experience will the children need?

The ability to concentrate for a period of time.

Equipment

· INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD or digital projector

· Digital images

· Printouts of one of the photographs – a copy between two

· Scissors

· URL if images are online – eg. http://www.geograph.co.uk/ 

The Lesson

If possible have one image on the screen ready for the children to see as they come into the room. Observe their reactions to the image. It may be interesting to see which children discuss the image and which show less interest.

Take feedback on the first image shown. Allow the children to comment freely. Pick out a couple of the comments, which are more along the geographical, lines you wanted. Reinforce their usefulness, explain that they are going to look at more images and that these are the sort of points which will be discussed. Explain the objectives of the lesson.

You may wish to load the photographs to be discussed into a file ready to use. MS PowerPoint is suitable for this, so is the software, which comes with any Interactive Whiteboards. Other presentation software will also facilitate showing a series of images. Do not prepare too many images. The idea is to look at a few photographs in depth. If you are linking this work to An Island Home see the links below for images, which can be used. Decide on the focus of the activity. These may include;

· Differences and similarities between the picture and the local area

· Transport (How do people and things get about?)

· Human features (What can you see that has been built by people?)

· Natural physical features (Can you see some things which have always been there?)

· Land use (What is happening here? Who is using these things?)

Phrase the points in language, which you know is suitable for your children. You may wish to carry the theme over three or four images, but it may be better to spend more time on just two images.

At this stage the discussion will mainly focus on what can be observed and what things are used for. You may also ask who uses the things observed. Questions such as ‘how’ or ‘why’ can be used for more able children. If there is evidence of something they have already covered you may wish to venture into more complex questions. For instance, if you have gone into transport in depth you may feel that it is appropriate to ask why there are not trains on Coll. 

Various strategies can be used to add interest and encourage inquiry regarding geographical photographs. These can include;

· Use ‘reveal’ from the Interactive Whiteboard software asking questions at each stage

· Use the Interactive Whiteboard spotlight function

· Use ‘magnify’ on an Interactive Whiteboard or load the image into a paint program and zoom

· Load the image into a paint package and resize the window so that only part of the image can be seen. Scroll to see other parts.

· Crop the image; show them the first third, then the first two thirds, then the whole image, asking the children to predict and to guess what objects are.

After the discussion on the images, give out the printouts of the photographs to be used for the paired or individual activity. Ask the children to cut the image into eight pieces. They must then look at each piece closely. After discussion about what is on each piece the children can arrange them and stick them back together. Tell the children that the talking is as important as the sticking.   

Why are we using ICT?

This makes it easier to share images on a big screen.

It is easier to share images in a digital format.

Reproducing images is very easy when they are digital.

It provides strategies for showing parts of the images and revealing the rest bit by bit.

The main ICT input is in making the teacher’s task more practical.

References

QCA Geography; Unit 3: An island home

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo3/?view=get 

Can also be used to support;

QCA Geography; Unit 4: Going to the seaside

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo4/?view=get 

QCA Geography; Unit 5: Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo5/?view=get 

QCA Geography; Unit 22: A contrasting locality overseas – Tocuaro

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo22/?view=get 

QCA Geography; Unit 24: Passport to the world

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo24/?view=get 

5-14 National Guidelines for the Curriculum in Scotland: Environmental Studies – People and place - The human environment, Level A/B

ICT, Searching and researching, Level A/B

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/5to14/guidelines/index.asp
Where do we go next?

The children could be asked what photographs of their area would help people find out about it. If they were inspired they could take some photographs to be submitted by the teacher, a helper or a parent to the Geograph British Isles website. (Use OS Get-a-map to find the OS coordinates.)

There are some jig-saw sites which could be used to support this activity. Work as a group, discuss what each piece shows. 

· What does it tell us about this place?

· What might be next to it?

· Where does it go?

Differentiating the activity

Make the task more difficult by asking why things are how they are. Increase the vocabulary required, 

Reflecting on their work

Do we know more now than we did at the start of the lesson? 

Did children achieve their objectives?

Supporting links

Geograph British Isles

Use this as a source of images for localities and themes. Either browse by using the map or search for places. The advanced search also gives other ways to search.

http://www.geograph.co.uk
The link below leads to the map page, which has the Isle of Coll on it. Click on the dots to zoom in and select images. Coll can be seen close to the nearest island, Tiree.

http://www.geograph.co.uk/mapbrowse.php?t=tolJ5oOXXJ0oNJFoOXXJfoNXbJqobXXJL5405oww4Zh4Mhl8MNaluN&i=1&j=1&zoomin=1?22,64
OS get-a-map

Use this to find the OS coordinates of a location. Click on Get-a-map, type the place name into the search box. Make sure ‘re-centre’ is selected on the radio button, click on the exact spot your photograph was of. Read off the coordinates below the map.

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/getamap/ 

Crea Soft Online Jigsaw Puzzles 

http://www.crea-soft.com/online-jigsaw-puzzle/puzzles-category-5.html
This has a very easy version. It has few pieces and would be suitable for this activity. Choose an image of a geographical nature.

Fell2Earth.com

http://www.fell2earth.com/content.php?cid=1002&PHPSESSID=9fbc4c5678d6ca2417e3b80a8101769f
The 15 piece jigsaws are suitable. Go through the images and find one that suits the topic or location being covered. There is a limited choice with regard to geography images, but you only need one good one.

Africa, Archetectural2, 3 and 4, Beach Day, Boat Jam, Central Park, Coastal1, Coastal2, Coastal3, Coastal04, 
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Week 31: Strand Geography/MFL
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