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Set up Local Studies
Page 9 – Menu Options – Local Studies manual
1. Go to File and choose Options to set up the programme.

2. Open the GENERAL tab.

3. Decide how many keys you will allow to show at any one time.

4. Decide on your font.

5. Show extras – you will probably only need text/ pictures initially.

6. Save Pictures as JPEG (less memory needed)

7. Open the TRACE LAYERS tab

8. You can choose to `allow the background to be altered’ or not – you may choose not if you have set 

up the background layer yourself using drag & drop symbols

9. Number of Trace Layers – choose 1 initially.  (You may choose to put different kinds of information 

onto a different layers – this is how GIS systems work.)

10. Open the RESOURCES tab – this allows you to save an internet address for accessing map 

resources.  This address can be changed in this box.  Try changing the internet resource box to:

Setting up on a school network

1. Guidance is included on the CD-Rom.  You will need to show this to your network administrator.  

Choosing the right default settings for saving projects and accessing map resources will make your 

life easier when you come to use the programme with your children.
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Start with a story about a Journey

Activity 1 - LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD
1. Getting started – see also page 5 Local Studies Manual
2. Listen to the story.
3. You have 15 minutes to map Red Riding Hoods journey using the Local Studies 

software programme.
4. The default key is set to pictograms.  Press the blue arrow on the right to see 

which other symbols are available.
5. You might want a symbol from one of the other keys that are currently 

installed (click on keys in the menu toolbar) – the programme warns you against 
mixing keys.  In this instance the choice is yours.

6. Next click on the artist’s palette.  This brings you up a set of drawing tools 
that expands your options when creating a map.  Choose the background layer.

7. You can choose to draw your main routes/ rivers etc using the artist’s tools, 
alternatively you may choose to use the option provided by the pictogram drag 
& drop key.

8. You can only add (approx. 100) symbols onto any one Local Studies map.  
Remember that map makers use symbols and do not try to represent every 
tree in a wood.  Place these on layer 1.

This extract is from the OS 1:10000 map.  Here the map-maker has used 
different symbols to represent different types of woodland.  The woodland, unlike 
the marsh, is set out on a green background.

8. YOUR CHALLENGE – to create the most imaginative map you can of Red Riding 
Hoods Journey.  You have just 15 minutes.

9. Adding Text to your map – page 8 Local Studies manual
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Activity 2 – Presentation. Examples of children using the same skills 
to create maps of their local area or more distant places

1. Wheldon Infants, Castleford, West Yorkshire – Foundation Stage

Amy knows a great deal 
about her local area and can 
talk about her pictorial map 
with confidence. She knows 

her school is just across 
from the roundabout and 

near to the river. She can 
identify different kinds of 

buildings along Wheldon 
Road (where she lives) and 

positions the buildings along 
the road side - not on the 
river side which is very 

accurate. She identifies the 
location of the river with 
considerable accuracy and 

also knows where you can go 
to sit to look out over the 

river. Amy knows there is a 
railway line that runs along the edge of the school field, but she does not know what happens after 

that so the railway line stops at this point.
http://www.gowilder.org.uk/Wheldon-localstudies/index.htm

2. Long Lane Church of England Primary
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-
ideas/chembakolli-a-village-in-india/

3. The Bawburgh School
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-
ideas/fairy-stories-and-bawburgh-village-study/

http://www.gowilder.org.uk/Wheldon-localstudies/index.htm
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-ideas/chembakolli-a-village-in-india/
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-ideas/chembakolli-a-village-in-india/
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-ideas/fairy-stories-and-bawburgh-village-study/
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/curriculum-making/teaching-ideas/fairy-stories-and-bawburgh-village-study/



