What are the routes round school like?

Age range: KS2, taught in this instance 32 Year 5 pupils.

Approach: A series of small-group, teacher-led walks with a class followed by group ‘write-up’ sessions; with parallel, linked Literacy and ICT units of work. 

Concepts: Fieldwork, place and space, ESD. 

Key words: local area, changing environments, opinions, change, the future and past, environment, community, feelings, improvements, good, bad, interesting things. 

KEY LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

NC PoS 5 Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development 

a) Recognise how people can improve the environment or damage it, and how decisions about places and environments affect the future quality of people's lives

b) Recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainably, and to identify opportunities for their own involvement 


ECM: 

2. Stay Safe, 3. Enjoy and Achieve, 4. Make a positive contribution, 5. Achieve economic (and social) well-being. 


LEARNING OUTCOMES:

· For learners to have their interest stimulated by local fieldwork, which in turn is followed by debate and discussion leading to positive action about the area around them. 

· To use previously taught skills in a real-world context and to present findings to a genuine audience comprised of stakeholders in the local community.


RESOURCES: 

Digital camera, ICT suite, Microsoft Photostory3, Ability to work in small groups with children or take the whole class out multiple times around the local area.   

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

LESSON 1: Small Groups of 6-10 children. Going Outside!
LESSON 2: Small Groups of 6-10 children. Creating our Map!
LESSON 3: Whole-class Literacy. Writing our recount!

LESSON 4: Whole-class ICT. Creating our Photostory3 Recount!

LESSON 5: Whole-class. Sharing our work!

LESSON 1: Small Groups of 6-10 children. Going Outside!
INTRODUCTION

Discussion around the question: What are the routes round school like? 


What are their opinions about what is out there? 

What do we expect to find? 

What problems will we encounter? 

Why do you think we had to send a letter home asking permission? 

Give selected group tasks to undertake which will be rotated as the walk progresses: a) photographer, b) ’nature picker’, c) ‘litter picker’, d) sketcher with clipboard, e) general note-taker with clipboard, f) question writer etc. 


NB. Note-taker writes down interesting things people said (you could use audio recordings). Sketcher sketches interesting things on the way to add to the map. Question writer notes down questions that we could ask the ‘stakeholders’ at the end or that we could research. 
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The aim is to produce a long ‘journey stick’ - style map with a series of photographs in order that they will add comments on their return. Pictures taken should be any features of interest (I explained the concept ‘street furniture’; the importance of signage; man-made and natural features of the environment). This is particularly important because as we are exploring the children’s own local area many of these features are so familiar that they can be easily overlooked. 

THE WALKS

The total length of the walk was between one/two miles. The pace was very slow and there was plenty of time to talk and discuss findings. My groups were small, 6 was ideal, me + 1 adult.  When the group size reached ten children stopped looking and listening. Using an environmental index or scale might have been useful, but I did not want to guide them too much.

What was valuable was the quality of the talk that working with small groups made possible. Seemingly, they had never previously considered:

· The mundane and everyday, i.e. road signage and markings

· The practical - Why does the pavement suddenly stop? What is this grey box on my street? It was the Royal Mail storage box for the postman’s second round
· Why are there so many different types of grid? We found at least 10 types in one circular walk. Is this because of theft/ replacement over many different periods?
· Why is the road surface so bad and what’s underneath? We found ourselves sprayed with grit from the road when the traffic sped past.

· What is the raised ‘bobbly’ underfoot pavement before you cross the road? For the blind etc. 

· The 'shocking graffiti, litter, multiple dog/horse ‘messes’, dead birds. 
LESSON 2: Small Groups of 6-10 children. Creating our Map!
The maps for each group were created on a three metre-long piece of wallpaper. This allowed the photographs (groups took more than a hundred each) to be stuck chronologically to show the route we had walked. The photographs were then annotated. The children came up with a key and decided coloured sticky notes should be used to denote ‘Good things’, ‘Things to Improve’ and ‘Interesting things’. 

During one session we had the Police Community Support Officer in school and invited her to see the work. She was shocked by the graffiti and claimed not to know about it. The children took her up on the fact that it’s hard to miss. She promised to do something about it! 

The other groups all made similar points that they wished to follow up!

LESSON 3: Whole-class Literacy. Writing our recount!

We had been studying recounts and trying to include all the features of these texts in our writing (The first place we visited… The next place… Moreover… Another thing we saw … …Finally… ) and had been writing on a variety of subjects. This fired the children’s imagination and was highly successful. 

LESSON 4: Whole-class ICT. Creating our Photostory3 Recount!
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The children had previously learnt how to use Photostory3 when they had dramatised and written up a story in literacy. (The programme can be learnt in a morning.) This time it was used to provide a chronological recount of the journey around our local area that had just been undertaken. We found that this was a much more powerful way of making our case than writing out a list of actions to show to others! 
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To the children the audience for the work was clear – those in power - and the children were very eager to share their findings more widely. It was one of those tasks where the children instantly saw through the ‘barriers’ and began to fire off solutions. Perhaps alarmingly (to an adult) the most popular solution was installing CCTV to catch wrongdoers and heavily fine/ remove cars from speeding motorists!

The resulting Photostory3 examples that accompany this resource took about two hours of ICT time to produce. 

LESSON 5: Whole-class. Sharing our work!

We have not yet got to this stage but we do intend to go further. We will invite in the Police Community Support Officer, governors/local councillor, vicar and our head teacher. We will also write to our local MP Ruth Kelly, Secretary of State for Transport. We would also like to re-involve our local secondary school and work with them on some of these issues, as they have previously been involved in similar work. 

WHERE NEXT

We have dabbled with the Eco-Schools/sustainable school agenda before but never really engaged with it fully. We need to teach about recycling, and our summer term scheme of work is going to be re-written with the aid of the children as guides to what they wish to know next. We hope that this will help them to engage with the subject even more because the curriculum ideas will have come from them. In the Autumn Term we will start our School Travel Plan and expect that many of the issues we have discovered during this terms investigation of the local area will feed into this, examples range from: the lack of pavement, the poor road surface and effectiveness of the road calming. 

Anthony Barlow

March 2008 

St Peters Smithills Dean CE Primary, Limefield Rd, Bolton. BL1 6LA 

01204 333500/ 01204 435726 
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http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/stpeters 


