
How the four themes and commitments of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework might relate to the work done within the project.





The Unique Child (ECM –Stay Safe)


1.3 Keeping Safe. Young children are vulnerable. They develop resilience when their physical and psychological well-being is protected by adults.


Challenges & Dilemmas – Provide sufficient opportunities and experiences ...without compromising safety


Effective Practice – Demonstrate clear and consistent boundaries and be reasonable with expectations.


Reflecting on Practice- Things that make them feel good about themselves? How to keep them safe? How to recognise and avoid possible danger.





Positive Relationships (ECM –Make a positive contribution))


2.3 Supporting Learning. Warm trusting relationships with knowledgeable adults support children’s learning more effectively than any amount of resources.


Positive Interactions- They observe children sensitively and respond appropriately to … extend curiosity and learning.


Challenges and Dilemmas-Make time to really listen to children’s views and act on them even when they do not match the adult’s views!


Effective Practice- Model being a learner. For example, ‘How are we going to find out what a stream is made from?’





Enabling Environments  (ECM -Enjoy and Achieve)


3.1 Observation, Assessment and Planning – All planning starts with observing children in order to understand and consider their current interests, development and learning.


Start with the Child-Observe children…what they are interested in. Note their responses in different situations.


Planning- Observe, analyse and use this to plan next steps in learning.


3.3 The Learning Environment- A rich and varied environment supports children’s learning and development. It give them the confidence to explore…secure and safe, yet challenging….outdoor spaces.


The Outdoor Environment - …offer children freedom to explore, use their senses and be physically active…





Learning and Development (ECM – Enjoy and Achieve)


4.1 Play and Exploration- Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests… 


Contexts for Learning- Children need plenty of space… both indoors and outdoors


4.2 Active Learning-  Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. 


Mental and Physical Involvement - …learning occurs when children are… interested to find things out for themselves.


4.3 Creativity and Critical Thinking-  When children have the opportunities to play with ideas in different situations and with a variety of resources, they discover connections…. Adult support…enhances their ability to think critically and ask questions.
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