‘Sustainable development’ can be defined as that which does not compromise quality of life for future generations by current practice. It means that any new development should be judged against criteria such as public transport, affordable housing, quality of life features such as parks, and a mix of work and housing, which avoids long commutes. Unsustainable development includes environmentally destructive features such as traffic pollution, or which use volumes of energy. The following list shows criteria necessary for a sustainable, or ‘green’, development. It is not exhaustive and you might think of your own additions to it. A ‘green’ development should:

* use or adapt existing facilities or ‘brownfield’ land, rather than build from scratch

* be financially viable

* be environmentally friendly in its building and design 

* minimise adverse impacts on nearby residents 

* protect and encourage native vegetation, e.g. forests, wetland, fauna 

* be constructed on ‘brownfield’ sites – i.e. those previously used as industrial and commercial sites – leaving ‘greenfield’ (or undeveloped land) untouched 

* include an effective public transport system, making all sites accessible 

* minimise waste, and encourage recycling 

* minimise energy use, e.g. use solar power, and avoid high-energy usage such as air conditioning 

* minimise water use, with storm water and sewage recycled for uses such as irrigation 

* be inclusive – i.e. benefit and include people from across all communities, e.g. ethnic minorities, disabled groups 

* allow low-income groups to benefit as well as the wealthy

* have affordable housing and rents, within reach of everyone

* minimise pollution – or where pollution exists, it should be cleaned up
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/planetsport/sydney2000 


