Oaks Park School - comment from the project leader:

Your piece throws up some crucial points, including, for me:

1. Whilst we want pupils to learn good geography with GIS, it is necessary for them to understand about GIS first, so they can use it effectively. In other words we have to teach the pupils (and ourselves) the essential terminology, and principles, before we can use GIS to 'do geography'. This is an important point. I don't want pupils to only learn about GIS, in the way that most GIS courses at HE level do, and 99% of 'GIS education' seems to do but here has to be a balance between the technical side and the geography learning side.

1. I think the pupils can learn many basic principles and terminology from free online viewers, including 'layers', 'data', 'vector map' (data positioned by points) and 'raster' (data positioned by areas).

2. "Start small!" i.e. the progression from, first: simple, free online GIS viewers (such as Multimap / Google Earth etc. used with Power Point / Publisher etc.) to second: software and imported data. This is borne out by Louise and Sergio at Icknield, the IOE students, the guys at UCL, and I totally agree.

3. The need for time to practice

4. Need for expert support (Peter's visit)

5. The US focused / not always clear guides & manuals... plans for a GIS toolkit & the help guides that Steve & Mark at Leeds are working on will help here

6. Use with gifted and talented (DID YOU FIND ANY PUPILS BEGAN TO EXPERIMENT WITH THE SOFTWARE AND LEARN 'SPATIALLY' IN WAYS YOU HADN'T ANTICIPATED?)

7. Need for working with others & sharing support

8. Difficulty of getting data (THE RELEASE OF BETTER OS DATA TO YOU, SEPT 2006 I HOPE, WILL HELP)

9. Sense of pride of pupils (professional quality & accuracy of map output)

10. Challenge of balancing GIS with other department priorities.
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