Evaluating learning with GIS

	Aspect of learning

Blue = spatial learning

Brown = other geographical learning

Black = cross curricular/ general educational
	(
	Comment – How did ICT/GIS support this?

	Understand scale
	
	

	Symbology – use existing symbology
	
	

	Symbology – own designs
	
	

	Use direction –

Compass points/ degrees
	
	

	Use location – grid reference/ latitude & longitude
	
	

	Understand height & relief – absolute values/ contours or three dimensional representations
	
	

	View data in different ways for a purpose – select different layers and/ or tables with a map
	
	

	Input data to create a map
	
	

	Analyse with a GIS – manipulate data within a map to draw conclusions (e.g. select layers, compare different maps and annotate appropriately)
	
	

	Analyse with a GIS - Query data in a spreadsheet and represent as a map
	
	

	Talk or write (and think) geographically/ spatially – use of spatial language (e.g. boundary, border, region, area, location, direction, distance
	
	

	Identifying spatial patterns - 

defining a region/ boundaries & spheres of influence


	
	

	Identifying spatial patterns - 

making associations between regions/ contrasting different regions 


	
	

	Understanding interdependence and inter-connections


	
	

	Sense of place


	
	

	Understanding environmental change


	
	

	Appreciate diversity


	
	

	Geographical enquiry – questions posed by pupils and a structured process of finding answers using the GIS
	
	

	Field work – use of GIS to present & analyse data collected in the field
	
	

	Use of GIS with traditional resources – e.g. textbook, atlas, globe, photograph, combined with GIS to make better sense of that resource
	
	

	Talk or write (and think) numerically – giving values
	
	

	Accuracy and rigour – measurement using precise values
	
	

	Motivation


	
	

	Speed  & immediacy
	
	

	Differentiation – learning style

(boys/ girls/ higher/ lower ability/ SEN/ EAL)


	
	

	Differentiation – challenge of task

(boys/ girls/ higher/ lower ability/ SEN/ EAL)


	
	

	Other cross curricular links – e.g. ICT, art, design and technology
	
	


Summary (How did GIS benefit the learners?):


Action points


Going further

Going further

The GA’s spatially speaking project has brought geography teachers together who are innovating with GIS in the classroom. This area of the GA website shares their findings and directs you to further support for using GIS. http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/spatiallyspeaking/
