Barton Court - comment from the project leader:

This is a very useful piece, which for me these important points can be drawn:

1. ArcView appears very attractive at first but is complex and likely to put off many teachers, perhaps making them wary of GIS in future, so it needs to be approached with caution. I think, for GIS beginners, ArcView should be accompanied (if not preceded) by the easy to use, straightforward free online GIS (much as Louise showed us, and also my PGCE students in their GIS assignments) 

2. You have been very tenacious, and your overcoming the hurdles to persevere with GIS, is as much down to your personal qualities as the nature of GIS (you are you show what Judith Sachs calls ‘activist professionalism’… a quality needed to bring about curriculum change. 

3. The process of getting the OS data is unwieldy, and again, it is off-putting. When (…eventually), the OS release their ‘mastermap’ data and it can be simply retrieved online, it will be much easier.

4. The spatially speaking project boosted your confidence and gave you support by meeting other teachers using GIS 
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