Rotherham Waste, Composting and Recycling Information
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Waste Management 

Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council's Waste Management Team is responsible for co-ordinating the delivery of waste management services for the Borough's 109,000 households.

This is no small feat, given that we produce over 120,000 tonnes of waste in Rotherham each year, enough to fill Millmoor (Rotherham United Football Clubs Home Ground) twice! And this is continuing to GROW! 


The majority of the waste we produce in Rotherham, including everything householders put in their wheeled bins, is sent to Landfill, big holes in the ground for disposal.

Composting

Over half the waste we put in our wheeled bins could actually be composted
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Reducing the amount of 'compostable' waste, such as garden waste - grass clippings, hedge prunings and weeds, and other compostable waste such as vegetable peelings, fruit cores and cardboard is important. Compostable waste is a big proportion of 'biodegradable' waste, which also includes materials such as paper and wood. 

From 2010 the UK will only be allowed to landfill a set amount of biodegradable waste each year or risk fines of up to £½ million A DAY from the European Union. The majority of European Union Member Countries will begin to reduce the amount of biodegradable waste they send to landfill from 2006, but the UK negotiated a longer lead in time. 

Recycling

As part of the Councils commitment to increasing the amount of household waste recycled in Rotherham, the Blue Box scheme now covers the majority of households in Rotherham including rural and multi occupancy accommodation. Approximately 51,000 households also have a green bin on the alternate week collection scheme for garden waste.

The material collected will go to a local farm for composting. The dark Green wheeled bins are the same size as the black-wheeled bins for refuse, and they will be collected on the same day as refuse bins, but every other week. 

The majority of Rotherham households now have a Blue Box for collecting glass bottles and jars, aluminium and steel food and drinks cans and textiles for recycling. This service collects on the same day as the Blue Bag scheme.

There are also 55 recycle sites in the Rotherham borough.  
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