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Regenerating Rotherham: A decision making exercise - Resource 6

What is Sustainable Development?

According to the UK Government (2005) sustainable development is:

Development that allows people to meet their needs “and enjoy a better quality of life, without compromising the quality of life of future generations." (www.dfes.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/whatis.shtml)

It involves the environment, societies and the economy on both a local and a global scale (see Figure 1).



Figure 1: Diagram to show the areas involved in sustainable development.





Source: www.dfes.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/whatis.shtml





Living within Environmental Limits


“Respecting the limits of the planet’s environment, resources and biodiversity to improve our environment and ensure that the natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future generations.”








Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society


“Meeting the diverse needs of all people in existing and future communities, promoting personal well-being, social cohesion and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity for all.”








Achieving a Sustainable Economy


“Building a strong, stable and sustainable economy which provides prosperity and opportunity for all, and in which environmental and social costs fall on those who impose them (polluter pays) and efficient resource use is incentivised.”  
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