Rotherham Geographical Association ERa 2006

Local Regeneration and Sustainable Development: Orgreave Mine - A decision making exercise

ENQUIRY   What is being investigated?

Regeneration and sustainable development within Rotherham – Orgreave Mine 

Key questions:

Why do we need to regenerate Rotherham?

What are Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council’s regeneration aims?

Why is Orgreave Mine a suitable site for redevelopment?

What is sustainable development?

How can the Orgreave Mine area be redeveloped and regenerated in a sustainable way?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Knowledge of geographical terms:

Regeneration, redevelopment, sustainable development, environment, economy, society, community, social, brownfield site, coal mine, Treeton, Catcliffe, Handsworth, Woodhouse Mill, transport links, the Parkway, greenbelt, housing areas, Rotherham, Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council (RMBC), borough, Orgreave, Advanced Manufacturing Park (AMP), Waverley Development, industrial cluster, high technology research based industry, science park.

Knowledge and understanding:

1.  To be aware of the need to regenerate the Rotherham area.

2. To be aware of and understand RMBC’s regeneration aims.

3. To be aware of and understand why Orgreave Mine is a suitable site for redevelopment/regeneration.

4. To consider how the Orgreave Mine area can be redeveloped and regenerated in a sustainable way

Enquiry and other skills:

During the lesson the students will use a variety of skills.

· Starter: The students will use higher order thinking skills to analyse the aerial photograph of the Orgreave area.  Some students may recognise the location of the aerial photograph and therefore apply their existing knowledge of the area in order to provide answers to the 5 Ws.  

· Development activities: During the decision making exercise the students will use a range of skills from low order information gathering and comprehension through to higher order thinking skills that involve the analysis and evaluation of the proposals outlined for the Orgreave site (based on Bloom's taxonomy 1956)
· Concluding activity: The students will use their literacy and presentation skills to present their findings (along within their reasoning during the decision making exercise) to the rest of the group.

PROCEDURE

Opening activity: (15 mins)

1.  Why regenerate Rotherham? 

Aim: to engage the students, stimulating their interest the lesson and making them aware of the need to regenerate Rotherham 

1.  The aerial photograph of the Orgreave area will be displayed on the board when the students enter the classroom.  There will also be copies of the Orgreave pit starter resource on each desk.  Ask the students, in pairs (to encourage debate and discussion) to answer the 5 W’s (who?, what?, where?, when? and why?). (5 mins)

2. Discuss the student’s answers and introduce actual details that relate to the 5W’s and the aerial photograph (hand out resource 2 – map and aerial photograph of the Orgreave area).  (5 mins)

  Who? 
UK coal own the mine

  What?
The area is an open mine

  Where?
It is in the Orgreave area of Rotherham and is surrounded by Handsworth, Catcliffe, Orgreave, Treeton and Woodhouse Mill

  When?
The photograph was taken in 2003 (still ongoing mining).

  Why?
The landscape looks like this because it has been mined 

3.  Introduce the students to the topic of the lesson (i.e. to consider why we need to redevelop areas within the Rotherham region, what Rotherham council aim to do (i.e. their regeneration aims) and how they propose to do this in a given area) (2 mins)

Development activities: (25 mins)

2.  The Orgreave Site

Aim: to prompt students to think geographically and analyse the suitability of a number of proposals by evaluating them against a given set of criteria (higher order thinking skills, Bloom 1956)

1. Introduce the students to resource 1 (the background information on Rotherham).  Read through the information (as a class – could play pass and shoot reading game, or individually). (5 mins)
2.  Introduce students to their resource pack containing resources 3 to 6.  Outline the decision making exercise to the students (giving clear details relating to the steps that the students should take in order to ensure that they make well informed decisions regarding the most suitable proposal). (5 mins)

3.   Students complete decision-making exercise in pairs (pairs should be engineered so that students with SEN are supported by more able classmates; G+T students paired together to prompt discussion and encourage them to develop their evaluation and reasoning abilities). (15 mins)

Concluding activity: (15 mins)

1.  Create news flash – BBC radio Sheffield have just phoned into school, they are having a live debate about the proposals for the Orgreave site and would like students from our school to tell (and the rest of Sheffield) which proposal they think is the most suitable and why. They will have a 2-minute slot on air. Only one catch – the broadcast is on air at this moment in time and they would like the students to go live on air in 5 mins – 5 mins to prepare answer (using decision making matrix and ideas from decision making activity)!  Good Luck! (7 mins)

2.  Select a number of students to take part in mock radio interview (5 mins)

3.  Pack away (3 mins)


Differentiation and Additional Support:	


	


SEN students will be supported by their peers during the decision making exercise, and as such differentiation will be by outcome.





Students within the G+T cohort will be paired together during the DME in order to prompt discussion and encourage them to develop their evaluation and reasoning abilities.


		     





Extension Work:





Students completing the DME will be asked to suggest ways of improving each of the 3 proposals in order to make them better suited to meeting the regeneration aims of RMBC.  (Use of higher order evaluation skills)




















RESOURCES


Orgreave pit starter resource, Resources 1-6 (resources 3-6 will be contained within a resource pack that will be handed out to students)











